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SAINT PAUL'S EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS

with Notes and Addenda

By

Brooke Foss Westcott, D.D., D.C.L.

Lord Bishop of Durham Canon of Peterborough and Westminster Regius
Professor of Divinity, Cambridge

EDITORIAL NOTE

The materials for this edition of the Epistle to the Ephesians were left by
my Father in a condition which called for very careful editing. This task |
entrusted to my friend the Rev. J. M. Schulhof, M.A., of Clare College,
Cambridge, Fellow of St Augustine's College, Canterbury, and sometime
Scholar of Trinity College, Cambridge: who has brought to bear on the
work not only the loyal zeal of a very faithful disciple, who for long years
has studied my Father's writings and, while it was still given, sat at his
feet; but also a care and discrimination truly worthy of the best Cambridge
traditions. To him all readers of the book will owe a deep debt of gratitude
for the infinite pains that he has bestowed on this labour of love.

F. B. Westcott

PREFACE
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A delay of four years—which have elapsed since the duty was committed
to me of preparing for the press the late Bishop Westcott's work on the
Epistle to the Ephesians—may be thought to demand some explanation.

My original mandate, as given by the Bishop's Executors, involved a
twofold responsibility,—first that of editing the Commentary on the Epistle,
left in manuscript by Dr Westcott, and secondly that of constructing, on
the basis of such materials as might be found among his papers, an
Introduction, and an Appendix of Essays and Additional Notes.

The former task appeared to present no other difficulties than those which
attach to the determination, here and there, of the purport of an unfinished
sentence, the treatment of an occasional lacuna in the notes, and the
verification of references. But it was early interrupted, and for the space of
some eighteen months, by the discovery that the notes on Chapter Il were
missing: a circumstance which was variously interpreted; one opinion,
very confidently expressed, being that for some cause no notes had ever
been written by Dr Westcott on that portion of the Epistle,—in other words,
that the expected posthumous Commentary was after all in no sense
complete. | make no apology for having obstinately resisted an urgent
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POSTSCRIPT TO PREFACE

TO the foregoing acknowledgments of help received | have now, on the
eve of publication, to add my very sincere thanks to two eminent
Cambridge scholars, who have given me the benefit of their judgment on
certain parts of the section ‘Text,” as printed in the proof, of the
Introduction; namely, to the Regius Professor of Divinity, Dr Swete, for a
valuable criticism of my reference to Theodore of Mopsuestia, which |
have amended accordingly; and to Professor Burkitt for a note which he
has most kindly contributed on the lost text of the Old Syriac and also for
information regarding the Sahidic Version.

One other avowal | would make in anticipation of a comparison that may
not improbably be instituted.

| have purposely refrained from looking at the Dean of Westminster's
edition of the Epistle, published since the death of Bishop Westcott.

J. M. S.
June 1906.

INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE

|. TEXT.

THE Epistle is contained in whole or in part in the following sources:
1. GREEK MSS.
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(i) Primary uncials: a, Cod. Sin., saec. IV. Complete. A, Cod. Alex., saec.
V. Complete. B, Cod. Vatic., saec. IV. Complete. C, Cod. Ephraemi, saec.
V. Contains Eph. 2:18-4:17. D ,, Cod. Claromontanus, saec. VI.

Complete. (Graeco-Latin.) [E 3, Cod. Sangermanensis, saec. IX. A
transcript of D ,.]
[F », Cod. Augiensis, saec. IX. A transcript of G 3.]

G 3, Cod. Boernerianus, saec. IX. Complete. (Graeco-Latin.)

(i) Secondary uncials: K ,, Cod. Mosquensis, saec. IX. Complete. L »,
Cod. Angelicus, saec. IX. Complete.

P ,, Cod. Porphyrianus, saec. IX. Complete. O b, Cod. Mosquensis, saec.

VI. Contains Eph. 4:1-18. Y , Cod. Athous Laurae, saec. VIILIX.
Complete. [To these must be added the Damascus Palimpsest of Eph.
4:21 glhvgeia—5:4, described by Von Soden, Schr. d. N. T. 1. 244 ]

The following unique readings of the chief MSS. illustrate their character.

Unique readings:

<- Previous First Next->
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Eph. 1:4 coram eo. Vulg. in conspectu eius. 13 audientes. Vulg. cum
audissetis. 15 propter hoc. Vulg. porpterea 18 inluminatos habere oculos.
Vulg. inluminatos oculos. 19 fotitudinis. Vulg. virtutis. 2:3 voluntates ta;
gelhvmata. Vulg. voluntatem. 4 multam. Vulg. nimiam. 12 abalienati. Vulg.
alienati. peregrini. Vulg. hospites. 20 existente o[nto" . — 3:3, 9
mysterium. Vulg. sacramentum. 16 confortari. Vulg. corroborari. 19
cognoscere. Vulg. scire 4:2 sustinentes. Vulg. subportantes. 14
remedium. Vulg. circumventionem. 16 partis. Vulg. membri. 19 et
avaritiae. Vulg. in avaritia. 22 concupiscentiam. Vulg. desideria. 25
alterutrum. Vulg. invicem. 5:5 fornicarius. Vulg. fornicator. 6:4 nutrite.
Vulg. educate. 9 haec eadem facite ad eos. Vulg. eadem facite illis. 12
principatus. Vulg. principes. 16 super omnibus= gpi; pasin. Vulg. in
omnibus= gn p. ignita. Vulg. ignea. To these may be added 3:18
profundum et altitudo. Vulg. sublimitas et profundum. 4:16 incrementum.
Vulg. augmentum.]

Il. TITLE AND DESTINATION.

[On the subject of the Title and Destination of the Epistle reference may
be made to: Additional Note on 1:1. The words gn jEfevsw/ (inf. p. 19);
Lightfoot, Biblical Essays ; Hort, Prolegomena to St Paul's Epistles to the
Romans and the Ephesians (pp. 75-98); T. K. Abbott, Introduction to the
Epistle to the Ephesians, § 1, pp. i—ix (in International Critical
Commentary); Lightfoot, Destination of the Epistle to the Ephesians in
Biblical Essays, pp. 377 sq.].

Origen (¢ A.D. 253): jEpi; movnwn jEfesivwn eu{ romen keivmenon to; toi™
aJgivoi" toi" ou\s: kai; zhtou'men, elj mh; parevlike proskeivmenon to; toi™

aJgivol" toi™ ou\d, tiv duvnatai shmaivnein: o{ ra ou\n eij mh; w{ sper gn th/
jExovdw/ o[noma fhsi;n eJautw'/ 0J crhmativzwn Mwsei' to; w]n, ou{tw" oiJ
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metevconte" tou' o[nto" givgnontai o[nte", kalouvmenoi oiJonel; gk tou' mh;
ei\nai ej" to; el\nai: g xedevxato ga;r oJ geo;" to; mh; o[nta, fhsi;n oJ aujta;
Pau'lo", i{ nata; o[nta katarghvsh/ Kk.t.1.

Should the position of to; be altered— prosk. toi™ aJgivoi" to; toi™ ou\si ? At
all events Origen's reasoning seems to be ‘unless toi" ou\s attached to
toi™ alJgivoi" is redundant or superfluous.’ (Lightfoot, Biblical Essays , p.
378 n.)

‘Origen could not possibly have said that this statement is made of the
Ephesians alone, if he had read the words as they stand in the common
texts. In this case he would have found several parallels in the Epistles of
St Paul. Cf. Rom. 1:7, 1 Cor. 1:2, 2 Cor. 1:1, Phil. 1:1." (Lightfoot, B. E. , p.
378.)

Basil, contr. Eunom. 2.19 (ed. Gam. i. p. 254): glla; kai; toi"" jEfesivoi”
gpistevliiwn wJ' gnhsivw" hJnwmevnoi" tw'/ o[nti dij g pignwvsew", o[nta"
aujtou;” ijdiazovntw" wjnovmasen, eljpwvn: toi" algivoi" toi" ou\s kai; pistoi
gn Cristw'/ jlhsou'. ou{tw ga;r kai; 0iJ pro; hdmw'n paradedwvkasi, kai; hmei"
gntoi™ palaiol™ tw'n gntigravfwn euJrhvkamen .

Tertullian, adv. Marc. 5:11 (A.D. 207): ‘Praetereo hic et de alia epistola,
guam nos ad Ephesios praescriptam habemus, haeretici vero ad
Laodicenos.’

Ib. 5:17: ‘Ecclesiae quidem veritate epistulam istam ad Ephesios habemus
emissam, non ad Laodicenos, sed Marcion ei titulum aliquando
Interpolare gestiit, quasi et in isto diligentissimus explorator. Nihil autem
de titulis interest, cum ad omnes apostolus scripsit, dum ad quosdam.’

<- Previous First Next->
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Epiphan. ( Haeres. xlix.): ouj ga;r e[doxe tw'/ gjleeinotavtw/ Markivwni g po;
th" pro;" jEfesivou” tauvthn th;n marturivan levgein, glla; th" pro;" Laodikeva',
th™ mh; ou[sh" gn tw'/ g postoviw/ .

‘Of all St Paul's letters it is the most general, the least personal. In this
respect it more nearly resembles the Epistle to the Romans than any
other.’ (Lightf. B. E. p.

388.)

‘Scribit Ephesiis hanc epistulam beatus Paulus eo modo quo et Romanis
dudum scripserat quos necdum ante viderat.’ (Theod. Mops., Argum. ad
Eph.i. p. 112, ed. Swete.)

‘Yet though this Epistle so little fulfils our expectation of what St Paul
would have written to his converts, it is beyond a question that the early
Church universally regarded it as an Epistle to the Ephesians. It is
distinctly referred to as such by the writer of the Muratorian Canon, by
Irenaeus, by Tertullian, by Clement of Alexandria, even by Origen himself,
in whose text, as we have seen, there was no direct mention of Ephesus.’

‘Murat. Canon, p. 148 (ed. Credner); Iren. Haeres. 1.3, 1:4, pp. 14, 16,
1:8. 4,

p. 40, 5:2. 36, p. 294 (ed. Stieren); Tert. adv. Marc. 5:17, de Praescr. 36,
de monogam. 5; Clem. Alex. Strom. 4.65, p. 592, Paedag. 1.18, p. 108
(ed. Potter); Orig. c. Cels. 3.28 (xviii, p. 273, ed. Lomm.)." (Id. ib.)

lll. DATE AND PLACE OF WRITING.

[For discussion see Lightfoot, Philippians , Introd. pp. 29-45. ‘Order of the
Epistles of the Captivity’; Hort, Prolegomena , pp. 99-110; T. K. Abbott,
Introduction to the Epistle to the Ephesians (International Critical
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Commentary), § 6, pp. XXiX—XXxXxi.]

THE HISTORICAL SITUATION IMPLIED BY THE LANGUAGE OF THE
EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.

There is in the Epistle no charge to spread, no sign of anxiety for
spreading the message of the Gospel.

That message, it is felt here as in the First Epistle of St John, will vindicate
Again there is no sign of persecution of Christians by the Roman power.
St Paul's ‘bonds’ were due to Jewish hostility evoked by his activity on
behalf of Gentiles ( ggw; Pau'lo" 0J devsmio"” tou' cristou' jlhsou’ uJpe;r
uJmw'n tw'n gggnw'n, Eph. 3:1). His afflictions (3:13) were all connected
with his preaching to the Gentiles.

In this respect the Epistle presents a contrast to the situation implied in
the First Epistle of St Peter.

V. CANONICITY AND EXTERNAL EVIDENCE OF AUTHORSHIP.

(Westcott, Canon of the New Testament , 4th edn., pp. 48, 91, 199, 225,
280, 292, 296, 305 f., 308, 335, 585.)

itself.
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Irenaeus, adv. Haer. 1.8, 5. Tou'to de; kai; oJ Pau'lo" levgei: pan ga;r to;
fanerouvmenon fw™ gstivn .

id. ib. 5:2, 3. Kagw;" o] makavrio" Paulov" fhsin ejn th/ pro;" jEfesivou’
gipistolh’/: of ti mevlh g sme;n tou' swvmato” .

Clemens Alexandrinus, Paedag. 1.18.

safevstata de; jEfesivoi” gravfwn ( 0J gpovstolo” ) apekavluye to; zhtouvmenon
levgwn: mevcri katanthvswmen aJpavnte” eij" th;n eJnovthtath™ pivstew" .

id. Strom. 4.65. dio; kai; gnth'/ pro;" jEfesivou” gravfe: uJpotassovmenoi
gllhvioi" gnfovbw/ geou' .

Tertullian, adv. Marc. 5.11 (v. supra, p. xxiii): Praetereo hic et de alia
epistola, qguam nos ad Ephesios praescriptam habemus.

V. INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF AUTHORSHIP.

Theories, which find in the Epistle indications of ( a) Montanist or (b)
pseudo- Gnostic influence, being discarded, ‘a view’ of the Epistle ‘which
has...to be considered’ is that maintained by Holtzmann, Pfleiderer, and
Von Soden, who ‘ascribe it to an advanced disciple of St Paul.” Also ‘it
IS...alleged that there are marks of simply different authorship, differences
of language, style, and the like.” (Hort, Prolegomena, pp. 120 f.)

A. Doctrine. ‘Is the Paulinism later than St Paul?’ ‘No one who carefully
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reads the Epistle to the Ephesians can doubt that its doctrinal contents do
differ considerably from those of any one of St Paul's earlier Epistles or of
all of them taken together....What

we have to ask is whether the differences are incompatible with identity of
authorship.” ( Prolegomena, p. 123.)

‘Some of the chief combinations of identity and difference between St
Paul's earlier recorded theology and that of the Epistle to the Ephesians.’ (
ib. p. 125.)

(i) Relation of Jews to Gentiles as Christians. ( a) In Ephesians ‘the duty
of Jewish and Gentile fellowship is deduced from the eternal purpose of
God and the very idea of the Christian faith, not, as in earlier Epistles,
from arguments about the Law and the Promise. Yet this is only the
teaching of the Epistle to the Romans a little more unfolded.’ (ib. p. 126.)

(b) ‘In both Epistles alike’ (Romans and Ephesians ) ‘the need for the
universal salvation is made to rest on the universality of the previous
corruption.’ Eph. 2:1-3 answers to Rom. 1:18-32, 2:17-29, 3:9.

(c) As to ‘Circumcision,” with Eph. 2:11 compare Rom. 2:28 f.

(i) The Church. In Ephesians ‘we for the first time hear Christians
throughout the world described as together making up a single Ecclesia,
l.e. assembly of God, or Church; and here for the first time we find the
relation of Christ to the or a Church conceived as that of a Head to a
Body.’ ( Prolegomena, p. 128.)

<- Previous First Next->
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3:10 f. For there he is not speaking of the Christian society, but of the
Christian faith’ (ib. p. 147).

Again ‘Apostles and prophets stand first in list of gifts’ in 1 Cor. 12:28 as in
Eph. 4:11.

(vii) St Paul himself. Language of Eph. 3:1f., 4:1, 6:20 paralleled by Rom.
11:13, 15:16. With Eph. 3:8 cf. (besides 1 Cor. 15:9) Gal. 1:13-16.

B. Style, Vocabulary, and Phraseology. ( a ) Causes of difference of style
—as compared with earlier Epistles.

(1) ‘Sense of dangers surmounted, aspirations satisfied, and a vantage
ground gained for the world-wide harmonious development of the
Christian community under the government of God’

(2) ‘that now for the first time St Paul is free, as it were, to pour forth his
own thoughts in a positive form instead of carrying on an argument’ (ib. p.
153).

(b) ‘“The bulk of the vocabulary is in accordance with Pauline usage’ (ib.

P.
158).

‘Unique words are due to quotation, context, brevity, or accident’ (ib. p.
156). ( ¢ ) ‘Unique phrases prove little, being common elsewhere in St
Paul’ (ib. p.

192).

‘Those who cannot read the Epistle to the Ephesians without being awed
by the peculiar loftiness, by the grandeur of conception, by the profound
insight, by the euchatristic inspiration, which they recognise in it, will
require strong evidence to persuade them that it was written by some
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other man who wished it to pass as St Paul's. Apart from the question of
the morality of the act, imitators do not pour out their thoughts in the free
and fervid style of this Epistle. Nor can we easily imagine how such an
iImitation could have been successful either near the time of St Paul or at
any subsequent period. It is not conceivable that it should have made its
appearance without exciting wonder and inquiry. In the lifetime of St Paul
the pious fraud would not have been attempted. Within a few years after
his death the difficulty of deceiving his friends and the Church in such a
matter must have been very great. At a later time the estimation in which
St Paul's writings were held would have ensured the careful scrutiny of
any previously unknown work put forward in his name.’ (Llewelyn Davies:
Introduction to Ephesians , p. 9.)

VI. STYLE AND LANGUAGE.

Words characteristic of the Ephesian Epistle:

musthvrion [ v. inf. p. 180]. dovxa| v. inf. p. 187]. gnevrgeia v. inf. p. 155].
prosagwghv [see note on Eph. 2:18]. plhrou'n [see notes on 1:23, 5:18].
plhvrwma [see notes on 1:10, 23]. megqodeiva[see note on 6:11].

Also the expressions:
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gfgarsiva(l Cor., Rom., Eph., 2 Tim., Tit.). nougesiva (1 Cor., Eph., Tit.).
oijkei'0" (Gal., Eph., 1 Tim.).

(vii) Common, and peculiar, to the Epistles of the Captivity and the
‘Pastorals,” and occurring in ‘Ephesians.’

loutrovn (Eph. 5:36, Tit. 3:5 only).

(viii) Common to ‘Ephesians’ with ‘Colossians,’ ‘Philemon,’ or ‘Philippians,’
earlier Epistles, and the ‘Pastorals.’

mneiva (1 Th., 2 Th., Rom., Phil., Philem., Eph., 2 Tim.).

praovth" (1 Cor., 2 Cor., Gal., Col., Eph., 1 Tim., 2 Tim., Tit.). crhstovth" (2
Cor., Gal., Rom., Col., Eph., Tit.).

Words occurring in ‘Ephesians,” common, and peculiar, to Pauline
Epistles, and Speeches of St Paul in ‘Acts.’

martuvromai (Acts 20:26, Gal. 5:3, Eph. 4:17). nuniv (Acts 22:1, 24:13, 1
Cor., 2 Cor., Rom., Col., Philem., Eph., and v.l. in Heb. 8:6).

Words common to ‘Ephesians,’ other Pauline Epistles, and the
Gospel of St Luke or ‘Acts.’

e[ndoxo" (Lk. 7:25, 13:17, 1 Cor., Eph.). eyjaggelivsth” (Acts 21:8, Eph., 2
Tim.). metadidovnai (Lk. 3:11, 1 Th., Rom. 1:11, 12:8, Eph.). oijkonomiva

(Lk. 16:2, 3, 4, 1 Cor., Col., Eph., 1 Tim.). ojnomavzein (Lk. 6:13, 14, Acts
19:13, 1 Cor., Rom., Eph., 2 Tim.). panourgiva (Lk. 20:23, 1 Cor., 2 Cor.,

Eph.).

proorivzein (Acts 4:28, 1 Cor., Rom., Eph.).

sumbibavzein (Acts, 1 Cor. LXX., Col., Eph.).
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suvndesmo" (Acts 8:23, Col., Eph.).

Words common, and peculiar, to ‘Ephesians’ and the Gospel of St
Luke or ‘Acts.’

gpeilhv, gipelpivzein (v. . ), oJsiovth", panopliva, politeiva, sugkagivzein,
swthvrion, frovnhs", caritou'n .

VIl. RELATION TO THE COLOSSIAN EPISTLE.

Parallel passages in ‘Colossians’ and ‘Ephesians.’
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Eph 6:1-9 Ta; tevkna, uJpakouvete toi™ goneu'sin uJmw'n gn kurivw/. tou'to
gavr gisti divkaion: tivmak.t.l....Kai; oiJ patevre", mh; parorgivzete ta; tevkna
uJmw'n, glla;

gjktrevfete aujta; gn paideival kai; nougesival Kurivou. OiJ dou'loi uJpakouvete
toi" kata; savrka kurivoi" meta; fovbou kai; trovmou g n aJplovthti t. kardiva"
uJmw'n wJ' tw'/ cristw'/, mh; katj ojfgalmodoulivan wJ' aingrwpavreskoi , gllj
wJ' dou'loi Cristou' poiou'nte” to; gevihmatou' geou’, gk yuch™ metj eujnoiva’
douleuvonte”, wJ' tw'/ kurivw/ kai; oujk gingrwvpoi", eljdovte" of ti ef kasto" ,
gjavn ti poihvsh/ agagovn, tou'to komivsetal para; kurivou, el[te dou'lo” ei[te
gleuvgero” . ib. 2. Th'/ proseuch’/ proskarterei'te , grhgorou'nte" gn aujth'/ gn
eujcaristival: proseucovmenoi af makai; peri; hJmw'n, i{ naoJ geo;" anoivxh/
hJmi'n quvran tou' lovgou, lalh'sal to; musthvrion tou' cristou', dij o} kai;
devdemai, i{ nafanerwvsw aujto; wJ' dei' me; lalh'sai . ib. 18-20. dia; pavsh"
proseuch™ kai; dehvsew" proseucovmenoi gn panti; kairw'/ ein pneuvmati, kai;
elj" aujto; ajgrupnou'nte” gjn pavsh/ proskarterhvsal kai; dehvsei peri; pavntwn
tw'n algivwn, kai; uJpe;r gmou’, i{ namoi dogh'/ lovgo" gn gnoivxe tou'
stovmatov" mou, g n parrhsiva/gnwrivsai to; musthvrion t. eujaggelivou , uJpe;r
ou| presbeuvw gn alluvsal, i{ nagn aujtw'/ parrhsiavswmal wJ' dei' melah'sai .
ib. 7. Ta; katj ggme; pavnta gnwrivsal uJmi'n Tuvciko" oJ ggaphto;” gdelfo;"
kai; pisto;" diavkono" kai; suvndoulo" gn kurivw/: o} n g pemya pro;" uJma" eij"
aujto; tou'to, i{ nagnw'te ta; peri; hdmw'n kai; parakalevsh/ ta;" kardiva' umw'n .
ib. 21. {Inade; eljdn'te kai; umei™ ta; katj g mev, tiv pravssw, pavnta gnwrivsel
uJmi'n Tuvciko" oJ g gaphto;” gdelfo;" kai; pisto;" diavkono" n kurivw/: o}n
e[pemyapro;" uJma" eij" aujto; tou'to i{ nagnw'te ta; peri; hdmw'n kai;
parakalevsh/ ta;" kardiva' udmw'n .

Parallel phrases in passages otherwise not parallel.

Colossians Ephesians Col 1:22 aJgivou" kai; ggmwvmou" k. g negaujtou’ .
Eph 1:4 aJgivou" kal; ggmwvmou" katenwvpion aujtou’ . ib. 10. peripath'sai
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axivw" tou' kurivou . Eph 4:1 gxivw" peripath'sai t. klhvsew" h|" g klhvghte .

‘It is difficult indeed to say, considering the patent coincidences of
expression in the two Epistles, whether the points of likeness or of
unlikeness between them are the more remarkable. No one can doubt
that either one Epistle was an intentional copy of the other or else that
both were written at very nearly the same time by the same author. It is
when we are considering the doctrinal substance of the Epistles that the
latter conclusion forces itself upon us most irresistibly as the true one.
These two letters are twins, singularly like one another in face, like also in
character, but not so identical as to be without a strongly marked
individuality.” (Davies: The Epistles of St Paul to the Ephesians, the
Colossians and Philemon , p. 7.)

‘The Epistle to the Ephesians stands to the Epistle to the Colossians in
very much the same relation as the Romans to the Galatians. The one is
the general and systematic exposition of the same truths which appear in
a special bearing in the other.’ (Lightfoot: Biblical Essays, p. 395.)

VIll. RELATION TO OTHER PAULINE DOCUMENTS.

(a) ‘Ephesians’ and the Epistle to Philemon.
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Ib. 15 spouvdason seauto;n dovkimon parasth'sai tw'/ gew'/ .

ib. 22 divwke de; dikaiosuvnhn, pivstin, ggavphn, ejrhvnhn meta; t.
e pikaloumevnwn t. kuvrion gk kagara™ kardiva' .

ib. 24 gnexivkakon, gn prau?hti paideuvontatou;” gntidiatigemevnou" . 3:10
th'/ pivstel, th/ makroqumival, th'/ ajgavph/, th'/ uJpomonh'/ .

1Tim 5:14 thrh'saiv se th;n gntolh;n & spilon g nepivihmpton mevcri th™
gpifaneiva’ t. kurivou hJmw'njl. Cr.

3:13 gn pivstel th'/ gn Cristw'/ jlhsou' .

2Tim 3:19 dig; pivstew" th" gn Cristw'/ jlhsou' .

ib. 16 wjfevlimao" pro;" didaskalivan, pro;" glegmovn, pro;" gpanovrgwsin,
pro;" paideivan th;n g n dikaiosuvnh/, i{naa[rtio" h\/ oJtou' geou' a/ngrwpo",
pro;" pan € rgon agago;n gxhrtismevno" .

1Tim 6:1 {Osoi eljsi;n uJpo; zugo;n dou'lai, tou;" ijdivou" despovta' pavsh"
timh™ gxivou" hJgeivsgwsan .

Tit 2:9 douvlou" ijdivoi" despovta" uJpotavssesgal €jn pasin, eujarevstou"
el\nal .
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‘In the Epistle to the Ephesians the great mystery of the Christian Society
Is set forth under two images which include the essential truths of all later
speculations. It is the Body of Christ in virtue of the one life which it
derives from Him who is its Head , and it is the Temple of God, so far as it
IS built up in various ages and of various elements on the foundations
which Christ laid, and of which He is the corner- stone. In the Pastoral
Epistles this teaching is realised in the outlines of a visible society.’

( History of the Canon of the N.T. , p. 32.)

IX. RELATION TO OTHER APOSTOLIC WRITINGS.

(a) The Epistle to the Ephesians and the First Epistle of St Peter.

‘The connexion, though close, does not lie on the surface. It is shewn
more by identities of thought and similarity in the structure of the two
Epistles as wholes than by identities of phrase.’

(Hort, Introductory Lecture to First Epistle of St Peter, p. 5.)

‘The truth is that in the First Epistle of St Peter many thoughts are derived
from the Epistle to the Ephesians, as others are from that to the Romans;
but St Peter makes them fully his own by the form into which he casts
them, a form for the most part unlike what we find in any Epistle of St
Paul's.’
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vs 6. k. au{th g sti;n hd g gavph i{ na peripatw'men kata; t. gntola;" aujtou’: au{ th
hJ gntolhv gstin...i{ nagn aujth’/ peripath'te .

‘St Paul had brought home to believers the divine majesty of the glorified
Christ: St John laid open the unchanged majesty of “Jesus Christ come in
the flesh”.’

( Introduction to Gospel of St John , p. xv.)
X. HISTORIC FACTS OF THE GOSPEL TO WHICH REFERENCE IS
MADE IN

‘EPHESIANS'

The Incarnation and life of Christ on earth.

Eph. 2:15. ‘having abolished the enmity...the law of commandments in
ordinances... in His flesh |’ i.e. under the conditions of our mortal life.

The Passion.

1:7. ‘in Whom we have our redemption through His blood ( dig; tou’
ai{ mato" aujtou’ ).’

2:13. ‘were made near ( g genhvghte giggu;” ) in the blood of the
Christ'—the reference being “to the—redemption of the Gentiles once for
all accomplished by Christ's—Passion.”

ib. 16. ‘and reconcile them...to God through the cross ( dia; tou' staurou' ).’
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5:2. ‘even as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up ( parevdwken
eJauto;n ) for us.’

Ib. 25. ‘even as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself up for it.” The
Descent into Hades is probably [included in that] which is described in the
words katevbh eij" ta; katwvterath™ gh™ (4:9) and oJ katabav" (vs. 10) [ v.
notes ad

loc. ].

The Resurrection.

1:19, 20. ‘according to the working of the might of His strength, which He
wrought in the Christ, when He raised Him from the dead ' ( ggeivra’
aujto;n gk nekrw'n).

2:6. ‘and raised us up with Him ( sunhvgeiren ).’ The Ascension.

1:20. ‘and made Him to sit at His right hand in the heavenly order.’ 4.8,
10. ‘When He ascended up on high ( gnaba;" )" u{yo" )... Now this He
ascended (to; dev jAnevbh)...He that descended He Himself is also He
that ascended far above all the Heavens.’

The absence from the Epistle of any clear reference to the ‘Return’ is to
be noted. (But cf. 4:30 &ij" hJmevran gjpolutrwvsew" and notes on 1:14; also
1:18.)

The descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost as a special gift to the Church
Is implied in 1:13 f., ‘in Whom ye also, having heard the word of the truth,
the gospel of your salvation,—in Whom, having also believed, ye were
sealed with the Spirit of promise, the Holy Spirit, which is an earnest of
our inheritance’ [ v. not. ad loc. ].
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which poimhvn is the definite title of an office [ v. not. ad loc. | may be
compared John 21:16 ‘He saith unto him, Tend ( poivmaine) my sheep.’

XI. CHARACTERISTICS.

‘In this Epistle St Paul still dwells on the same class of truths as in the
Epistle to the Colossians. Only whereas in the Colossians he combats
error directly, he here combats it indirectly; whereas there he is special,
distinct, personal, here he speaks broadly and generally.” (Lightfoot,
Biblical Essays, p. 395.)

‘Besides this, St Paul has given to his teaching a new centre. In this
Epistle it revolves about the doctrine of the Church. The same truths
which in the Epistle to the Colossians are advanced to combat a peculiar
phase of false doctrine, have here a place as leading up to the doctrine of
the Church. Compare, for example, the treatment of the subject of Christ
the Logos in Col. 1:1, 2:9 with Eph. 1:22, or of the law of ordinances in
Col. 2:14 with Eph. 2:14, 15, or again the practical lessons of the relations
of husbands and wives in Col. 3:18, 19 with Eph. 5:25 f., 32. The propriety
of this new centre of teaching is obvious when we remember that it is
addressed not in a special letter to an individual Church, but in an
encyclical to several Churches.’ (id. ib.)

The Epistle to the Ephesians ‘conducts us from the two peoples who are
so prominent in the Epistle to the Romans to the one people, or one man,
which in that Epistle is nowhere explicitly set forth, though it is implied in
Its teachings and aspirations..., but now in the Epistle to the Ephesians is
to be brought into clear prominence.’ (Hort, Prolegomena, p. 179.)

‘This idea—of the unity of Christians as forming a single society with
Christ for its invisible Head—which in different forms dominates the whole
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Epistle, was the natural outflow of the Apostle's mind at this time, as
determined by the course of outward and inward history on the basis of
his primary faith. It was needed to be set forth for the completion of his
Gospel. On the other hand it was equally needed for the instruction of the
no longer infant churches of Western Asia Minor.’ (id. ib.)

In reading the Epistle we all feel the grandeur of the vision, which it opens,
of the unity of Creation.

Experience more and more shews us that we were born to strive for it. It is
brought ever nearer.

St Paul enforces this truth when he tells of the ‘mystery’ entrusted to
him—the incorporation of the Gentiles in the Body of Christ.

Having set forth the truth—unsearchable, inexhaustible, and extending
‘unto all the ages of the ages,’ he goes on to shew that it yet finds its
application in the commonest virtues.

‘Walk worthily,” he says, ‘of the calling wherewith ye are called.” The
consummation depends on the co-operation of all to whom the truth has
been made known.

‘There is one God and Father of all, Who is over all and through all and in
all.” Here is our sufficient, and unfailing hope. ‘But to each of us'—here is
our strength and our responsibility—'was given'—not ‘will be’ in the future,
but ‘ was ' given—the grace which we severally need for the fulfilment of
our specific functions.

While we keep in mind the whole, we must do our part.
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the book of Isaiah. The warfare described is not the battle of the individual
Christian for his own salvation, but the greater conflict in which Christ
leads His forces against the enemy, the war of the Gospel against the
powers which keep mankind in slavery. But individual Christians are the
soldiers in this war, and the armour mentioned is such as individual
Christians must put on.

‘The sentences with which the Epistle closes,—the mention and
commendation of the messenger who was to carry it, and the usual
benedictory prayer,—remind us that this was a bona= fide pastoral letter,
addressed to Christians, who looked up to St Paul as their teacher.’
(LIewelyn Davies, Introduction to the Ephesians, p. 25.)

XIl. PLAN OF THE EPISTLE.

A. THE CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION. THE UNITY AND UNIVERSALITY
OF THE CHURCH, ETERNAL FACTS NOW AT LAST REVEALED (Eph.
1-3).

SALUTATION (1:1, 2).
. AHYMN OF PRAISE TO GOD FOR THE REDEMPTION AND
CONSUMMATION OF THINGS CREATED IN CHRIST (1:3-14).

1. The work of the Divine love: the fulness of the Divine blessing realised
‘in Christ’ (vs. 3).

2. The bestowal of the blessing (4-14) (a) wrought out before time in the

eternal order according to the Divine (b ) and realised in time in spite of
man's fall (7-14).
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Il. THANKSGIVING FOR FAITH REALISED: PRAYER FOR DEEPER
KNOWLEDGE: GENERAL EXPOSITION OF THE WORK OF CHRIST
FOR MEN (1:15-2:22).

1. Thanksgiving for the faith of the Ephesians (1:15, 16 a).
2. Prayer for their fuller enlightenment (1:16b-21).

3. The work of God for men in Christ,—overcoming personal
disqualifications (1:22-2:10).

4. Union of Jews and Gentiles in one Divine Body (2:11-22).
lll. THE GRANDEUR OF THE REVELATION MADE TO ST PAUL.

PRAYER FOR FULLER UNDERSTANDING IN THOSE WHO RECEIVE
IT (3).

1. Revelation to St Paul of the central truth, or ‘mystery,’ of the universality
of the Gospel (1-13).

2. Prayer that those who receive it may be enabled to apprehend its
lessons (14-19).

Doxology (20, 21).
B. THE CHRISTIAN LIFE (4:1-6:20).

|. THE GROUND, THE GROWTH, THE CHARACTER OF THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE (4:1-24).

1. The correspondence of life and faith (1-3).
2. The unity and harmonious growth of the Christian Society, that Body of
which Christ is the Head (4-16).

idea (4-6),

http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph44.html (2 of 3) [28/07/2003 07:56:35 a.m.]



C:\Documents and Settings\Andy\My Documents\eph.wpd

<- Previous First Next->

http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph44.html (3 of 3) [28/07/2003 07:56:35 a.m.]


http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph43.html

C:\Documents and Settings\Andy\My Documents\eph.wpd

<- Previous First Next->

3. Contrast of the old life and the new (17-24): (a) the old life (17-19),
(b) the new life (20-24).

Il. THE OUTWARD MANIFESTATION OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE,
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL (4:25-6:9).

1. Special features in the Christian character (4:25-5:14): truth (vs. 25),
control of anger (26 f.), honest labour (28), good language (29 f.),
tenderheartedness (32), lovingkindness (Eph. 5:1 f.), as opposed to
Impure and selfish indulgence. The Christian life the life of a child of light
(7-14).

2. Cardinal social relationships (Eph. 5:15-6:9). (a) Social conduct and
temper in general (15-21). (b ) Wives and husbands (22-33).

(¢ ) Children and parents (6:1-4). (d ) Servants and masters (5-9).

lll. THE CHRISTIAN WARFARE (6:10-20). EPILOGUE. Personal
message (6:21, 22). Benediction (23, 24). PROS EFESIOY S

THE CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION.

A. THE UNITY AND UNIVERSALITY OF THE CHURCH, ETERNAL
FACTS NOW AT LAST REVEALED (1-3).

SALUTATION: 1:1, 2.

. AHYMN OF PRAISE TO GOD FOR THE REDEMPTION AND
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CONSUMMATION OF THINGS CREATED IN CHRIST (1:3-14).

Il. THANKSGIVING FOR FAITH REALISED: PRAYER FOR DEEPER
KNOWLEDGE: GENERAL EXPOSITION OF THE WORK OF CHRIST
FOR MEN (1:15-2:22).

lIl. THE GRANDEUR OF THE REVELATION MADE TO ST PAUL.
PRAYER FOR FULLER UNDERSTANDING IN THOSE WHO RECEIVE
IT (3).

COMMENTARY

A. The unity and universality of the Church, eternal facts now at last
revealed

(Eph. 1-3).

. Salutation : Eph. 1:1, 2.

1. Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus through the will of GOD, to the saints

which are at Ephesus and faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace to you and
peace from GOD our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Churches. The words of common courtesy become words of solemn
blessing. Christ Himself blesses through the believer.

For ejrhvnh see Phil. 4:7; John 14:27; Col. 3:15. gjpo; geou’ patro;" hmw'n
...] The hdmw'n is omitted in the salutations 2 Thess. 1:2; 1 Tim. 1:2; 2 Tim.
1:2; Tit. 1:4; and in the corresponding phrase Eph. 6:23. For the different
shade of thought compare the use of oJ pathvr and oJ pathvr mou in St
John. (Addit. Note on 1 John 1:2))

kai; k. jl. C.] The Lord Jesus Christ is united with the Father in all the
salutations of St Paul. The language in 1 Thess. 1:1, 2 Thess. 1:1-2 and
Tit. 1:4 is specially worthy of notice.

Primasius adds justly: cum ab utroque gratia optatur, unum ( ¢{n John
10:30) esse monstrantur.

l. A Hymn of Praise to GOD for the redemption and consummation of
things created in Christ (Eph. 1:3-14).

The whole passage is a Psalm of praise for the redemption and
consummation of created things, fulfilled in Christ through the Spirit
according to the eternal purpose of GOD.

This fulfilment is contemplated specially in the relation of believers to
Christ, chosen in Him, redeemed, enlightened, sealed.

That which has been done already is the pledge of that which shall be.
The general sequence of thought is clear. The work of the Divine love is
summarily characterised in vs. 3; and then it is analysed in detail, as it
was wrought beyond time in the eternal order (vv. 4-6), and then
historically realised in time in the experience of believers, both Jews and
Gentiles (vv. 7-14).
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From first to last the fulness of the Divine blessing is shewn to be realised
‘in Christ’ (vs. 3).

In Him GOD chose us (vs. 4). In the Beloved He graced us (vs. 6). In Him
we have our redemption (vs. 7); even as GOD purposed in Him to sum up
all things in the Christ (vs. 10).

In Him the faithful of Israel were made a Divine heritage (vs. 11). In Him
the Gentiles found a place (vs. 13). In Him they were sealed by the Spirit
(vs. 13), the pledge of a larger hope (vs.

14).

The rhythmical structure of the passage will be apparent, if it is arranged
according to the succession of the principal clauses; and at the same time
some obscurities of construction will be removed when attention is fixed
on the dominant finite verbs (as in Phil. 2:6-11).

<- Previous First Next->

http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph47.html (2 of 2) [28/07/2003 07:57:23 a.m.]


http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph46.html
http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph48.html

C:\Documents and Settings\Andy\My Documents\eph.wpd

<- Previous First Next->

generally ‘the spiritual world,” which is perceived by thought and not by
sight (2 Cor. 4:18). This is not distant or future but present, the scene
even now of the Christian's struggle (Eph. 6:12), where (for we are forced
by the limitation of our minds to localise the conception) his life is already
centred (Phil. 3:20 hdmw'n to; polivteuma gn oujranoi™ uJpavrce ; comp.
Eph. 2:19), and his strength is assured to him, and his triumph is already
realised ( cc. 1:20; 2:6). Nay, even more, the work of the Church is to
make known in this region of a higher life the facts of the Lord's Coming
(Eph. 3:10). Comp. Orig. o{raelj duvnatai to; gntoi™ gpouranivoi" el\nal
anti; tou' gntoi™ nohtoi™ kai; e/ xw aijsghvsewn .

Elsewhere the adj. gpouravnio” is used for that which belongs to the
spiritual world: John 3:12 (of heavenly truths); Heb. 8:5 note; 9:23 (of the
heavenly archetypes of the Levitical institutions); 2 Tim. 4:18 (the
heavenly kingdom); Phil. 2:10 (as contrasted with gpivgeio" and
katacqovnio" ). Compare also 1 Cor. 15:48 f., where this word is applied to
Christ as the ‘spiritual,” ‘supramundane’ man. gn Cristw'/ ] In virtue of our
union with Him, ‘in Whom are all the treasures of knowledge and wisdom
hidden’ (Col. 2:3), of which we potentially become partakers. See Eph. 1:1
and additional note.

Observe the continual reiteration of the thought throughout this section: 4
gnaujtw'/... 2 gntw'/ hjgaphmevnw/... egnw|/... 9 gnaujtw/... 10 gntw'/
Cristw'/... 11 gnautw'/... gnw|/; (12 gntw'/ Cristw'/ ;) 13 gnw|/, ggn w|/ .
Contrast dig; jI. C. vs. 5.

The blessing which GOD has bestowed upon us is, to sum what has been
said, spiritual in its essence, spiritual in the sphere of its action, spiritual in
its personal realisation. Compare Col. 3:1-4. The life of the Christian is
ideally lived ‘in Christ,’ ‘in the heavenly order.” Contrast the blessing ‘in
Christ’ with the blessing ‘in Abraham’ (Gen. 12:3).
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The repetition of the cognate forms eujloghtov", eujloghvsa’, eujlogival ,
though in somewhat different senses, for GOD blesses in deed and we in
word, is characteristic of St Paul. Compare 2 Cor. 5:18 ff. So below Eph.
1:6 th™ cavrito"...h|" gcarivtwsen hJma" .

2. The bestowal of the blessing (4-14)

The blessing described generally in vs. 3 is now regarded in the details of
its bestowal. In describing these, the Apostle brings into sight the work of
each person of the Holy Trinity: of the Father in the eternal purpose of His
love (vv. 4-6); of the Son in His Incarnation (vv. 7-12); of the Holy Spirit in
giving now to each believer the earnest of His inheritance (vv. 13, 14).
Compare 1 Cor. 12:4-6.

The form of the whole section is, as has been already said, that of a lyrical
doxology; and the close of each division is marked by the solemn burden,
found only here, which declares that the several aspects and stages of
Redemption are unto the praise of the glory of GOD (Eph. 1:6, 12, 14).

(a) wrought out before time in the eternal order according to the
Divine idea (4-
6),

In this work we notice: an election to holiness (vs. 4), resting on

predestination to sonship (vs. 5), followed by the gift of GOD'S grace
whereby we are made meet for His presence (vs. 6).
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For the thought compare Rom. 8:15 ff.; 23 ( th;n gparch;n tou' pneuvmato"
e[conte" ).

el)" gpoluvtrwsin ...] leading unto .... The temporal sense, until ... is
possible,

but the parallelism of the two clauses «j" gpoluvtr....eij" e[painon ... is
decisive for the

other sense. The redemption of GOD'S own possession, and the
consequent praise of His glory are, so to speak, the final cause of the
work of Christ and the Mission of the Spirit.

th™ peripoihvsew" ] GOD'S own possession , all that which GOD has made
His own in earth and heaven, not men only, who had fallen from Him, and
earth which had shared the consequences of man's fall, but all created
things, gathered together in the last crisis of their history. ‘Creation’ held
‘in the bondage of corruption’ required redemption. GOD has made us His
sons ‘that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creation’ (James 1:18
gparchvn tinatw'n aujtou’ ktismavtwn ). Our inheritance is preparatory to (
elj" ) a larger blessing. The crown of the inheritance of Christians is that
their consummation in Christ leads to His complete triumph. Creation
walits for their revelation as the sons of GOD (Rom. 8:19 f.). Then shall it
also be ‘delivered from the bondage of corruption into the liberty of the
glory of the children of GOD.’

The interpretation which has been given to peripoivhs" (after the Syriac
and OEcumenius) is not without difficulty. Peripoivhs" is properly the
acquisition of something: 1 Thess. 5:9 &ij" peripoivhsin swthriva' , 2 Thess.
2:14 eij" peripoivhsin dovxh" , Heb. 10:39 &ij" perip. Yuch™ . In 1 Pet. 2:9
Christians are spoken of as |ao;" el}" peripoivhsin in words borrowed from
the LXX. (Mal. 3:17 g[sontaiv moi...eij" peripoivhsin). GOD in His infinite
patience and love wins His creatures to Himself. The aujtou’ in the last
clause gives colour to th™ peripoihvsew" . The thought is of the complete
fulfilment of GOD'S purpose. There is therefore nothing unnatural in the
use of hJd peripoivhs" in this widest sense.

http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph60.html (1 of 2) [28/07/2003 07:58:03 a.m.]


http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph59.html

C:\Documents and Settings\Andy\My Documents\eph.wpd

Additional Note on 1:1. The words gn jEfevsw/ .

i 1] <[ gnjEfevsw/] a*B “the older of the MSS” consulted by Bas. 67 **
(Marcion, see below) Orig. loc. (distinctly) Bas. (expressly). Orig.
interprets toi" ou\sin absolutely, in the sense of 1 Cor. 1:28, as he could
not have done had he read gnjEfevsw/ : Bas. probably has Orig. in mind
when he refers for this reading to ‘predecessors,’ from whom however
Bas. manifestly distinguishes MSS consulted by himself ( ou{tw ga;r kai;
oiJ pro; hdmw'n paradedwvkas kai; hJmei™ gn toi™ palaioi™ tw'n gntigravfwn
euJrhvkamen). It is doubtless again to Orig. that Hier. refers when he
speaks of ‘certain’ as interpreting the passage in this manner ‘with
unnecessary refinement’ ( curiosius guam necesse est ). —a remark
which shews on the one hand that Hier. was not himself acquainted with
the reading, and on the other that Orig. in his unabridged commentary can
have made no reference to any MSS as containing gn jEfevsw/ , since
otherwise Hier. could not have treated the question as though it affected
interpretation alone. Tert. distinctly states that Marcion retained this
Epistle, but under the title ‘To the Laodicenes.’ Epiph. is silent on this
point in his short account of Marcion's readings in the Ep., but after the
conclusion of his remarks on all the epistles (374 A pro;" Filipphsivou" iv:
ou{tw" ga;r para; tw'/ Markivwni kei'tai g scavth kai; dekavth ) he subjoins a
confused notice of a reading of Marcion (Eph. 4:5) “from the so-called Ep.
to the Laodicenes, in harmony with the Ep. to the Ephesians”; so that the
unknown source from which he borrowed his information about Marcion's
text seems to have contained a misunderstood reference to the title used

by

<- Previous First Next->

http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph60.html (2 of 2) [28/07/2003 07:58:03 a.m.]


http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph59.html

C:\Documents and Settings\Andy\My Documents\eph.wpd

<- Previous First Next->

Marcion. It is hardly credible that the Epistle should have received this
title, either in a text followed by Marcion or at his own hands, if the words
gn jEfevsw/ had been present. It does not follow that gin Laodikiva
replaced it: a change of the address in the body of the Epistle itself would
hardly have been passed over in silence; and it seems more likely that the
title was supplied from a misapplication of Col. 4:16 in the absence of any

indication of address in the text of the Epistle. Text aCAD ,G 3K 5L 5P 5

later MSS consulted by Bas. (see above) cu Pl vv 011 Cyr, al. Thes. 280 pp
ser pp Iat_

Transcriptional evidence strongly supports the testimony of documents
against gn jEfevsw/ . The early and, except as regards Marcion, universal
tradition that the Epistle was addressed to the Ephesians, embodied in the
title found in all extant documents, would naturally lead to the insertion of
the words in the place that corresponding words hold in other epistles;
and on the other hand it is not easy to see how they could come to be
omitted, if genuine. Nor again, when St Paul's use of the term oiJ & gioi
(e.g.,, 1 Cor. 16:1) and his view of pivsti” in relation to the new Israel are
taken into account, is it in itself improbable that he should write “to the
saints who are also faithful (believing) in Christ Jesus.” The only real
intrinsic difficulty here lies in the resemblance to the phrases used in other
epistles to introduce local addresses.

The variation need not however be considered as a simple case of
omission or insertion. There is much probability in the suggestion of Beza
and Ussher, adopted by many commentators, that this Epistle was
addressed to more than one church. It is certainly marked by an
exceptional generality of language, and its freedom from local and
personal allusions places it in strong contrast to the twin Ep. to the
Colossians, conveyed by the same messenger. St Paul might naturally
take advantage of the mission of Tychicus to write a letter to be read by
the various churches which he had founded or strengthened in the region
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surrounding Ephesus during his long stay, though he might have special
reasons for writing separate letters to Colossae and Laodicea. Apart from
any question of the reading in 1:1, this is the simplest explanation of the
characteristics of the Epistle; but, if it represents the facts truly, it must
have a bearing on the reading. An epistle addressed to a plurality of
churches might either be written so as to dispense with any local address,
or it might have a blank space, to be filled up in each case with a different
local address. The former supposition, according to which kai; pistoi"
would be continuous with toi™ aJgivoi" , has been noticed above. In this
case gn jEfevsw/ would be simply an interpolation. On the other view,
which is on the whole the more probable of the two, gnjEfevsw/ would be
a legitimate but unavoidably partial supplement to the true text, filling up a
chasm which might be perplexing to a reader in later times. Since it is
highly probable that the epistle would be communicated to the great
mother church first, and then sent on to the lesser churches around, there
Is sufficient justification both for the title PROS EFESIOUS and for the
retention of gnjEfevsw/ in peculiar type in the text itself. Whether
Marcion's title was derived from a copy actually sent to Laodicea, or, as
seems more likely, was a conjectural alteration of PROS EFESIOUS,
Ephesus must have had a better right than any other single city to account
itself the recipient of the Epistle.

Il. Thanksgiving for faith realized: prayer for deeper knowledge:
general

exposition of the work of Christ for men (Eph. 1:15-2:22).

1. Thanksgiving for the faith of the Ephesians (1:15, 16a).
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2. Prayer for their fuller enlightenment (Eph. 1:16 b-21).
3. The work of GOD for men in Christ: personal disqualifications
overcome (1:22-2:10).

4. The union of Jews and Gentiles in one Divine Body: national
differences set aside (2:11-22).

1:15-2:22. The opening hymn of praise is followed by a thanksgiving for
the faith of the readers (vs. 15, 16 a ), and a prayer for their fuller
knowledge of the privileges of the Christian faith (16b-21), which leads to
a description of the work of GOD for men through Christ (1:22-2:10), and
specially of the union of Jews and Gentiles in one body (2:11-22).

1. Thanksgiving for the faith of the Ephesians (1:15, 16a).

15. For this cause | also having heard of the faith which is among you in

the Lord Jesus and which ye shew toward all the saints 16 cease not to
give thanks for you.

15. dig; tou'to ...] For this cause ... even that the Gentiles have now been
included within the Church, so that the fulness of salvation has been
brought within sight.

kajgwv ] | also , though as a Jew | might have been inclined to cherish
jealously the peculiar privileges of my people.

gkouvsa'...tou;" algivou" | having heard of the faith which is among you
resting in the Lord Jesus and which ye shew unto all the saints. The
phrase pivsti" gn tw'/ kurivw/ jlhsou’ , which forms as it were a compound
word (comp. Col. 1:4 pivsti* udmw'n gin C. jl. ), represents faith not only as
‘directed to’ (prov" , 1 Thess. 1:8 hdpivsti" uJmw'n hJ pro;" geovn) or
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‘reaching to (into)’ ( &j" , Acts 26:18 pivstel th'/ €j" gmev ), but as
‘grounded and resting in’ the Lord Jesus. Thus we find pivsti® hdgnC. jl. 1
Tim. 3:13; 2 Tim. 3:15 (in Gal. 3:26 gn C. |jl. is probably to be taken with
uiJoiv gste and not with pivstew" ). The use of oJkuvrio" jlhsou™ is
significant. The confession ‘ kuvrio" jlhsou™ * was the earliest Christian
creed: 1 Cor. 12:3; Rom. 10:9 ( g a;n oJmologhvsh/" to; rdn'ma...of ti Kuvrio"
jlhsou™ ).

kai; th;n elj" p. t. aJg. ] The insertion of th;n ggavphn after kaiv in the later
text is borrowed from Col. 1:4. ‘The faith shewn to all the saints’ was the
practical expression of the faith which rested on union with Christ. Comp.
Philem. 5 th;n pivstin h}n g[cei”...aj" pavnta’ tou;" algivou" .

16. ouj pauvomai...proseucw'n mou ] This combination of prayer with
thanksgiving is characteristic: 1 Thess. 1:2; Rom. 1:8 ff.; Phil. 1:3 f.; Col.
1:3 (2 Tim. 1:3). With ouj pauvomai compare pavntote, Eph. 5:20; 1 Thess.
1:2;: 2 Thess. 1:3, 11; 2:13: 1 Cor. 1:4; Rom. 1:10; Col. 1:3; Phil. 1:4;
gdiaevptw" 1 Thess. 2:13;5:17 (1 Thess. 1:2; Rom. 1:9); gn pantiv 1
Thess. 5:18.

In orationibus, non ut quidam [in] jucunditate convivii: mihi autem nihil
oratione jucundius (Primas.).

2. Prayer for their fuller enlightenment (1:16b-21).

16. Making mention of you in my prayers , 17 that the GOD of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him; 18 to the end that having the eyes of
your heart enlightened ye may know what is the hope of His calling, what
the riches of the glory of His
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20 f. As St Paul touches on ‘the working of the might of GOD'S strength’ in
the exaltation of Christ as the sure ground of Christian confidence, he
seems himself to be overpowered by the wonders which it involves, and
follows its consequences through the orders of the heavenly hierarchy
and successive stages in the accomplishment of GOD'S counsel, that he
may indicate the unimaginable dignity of which humanity is found capable
In its Head.

20. h}n gnhvrg. gntw'/ cristw'/ ] which He hath wrought (or wrought ) in the
Christ. The title—the Christ—emphasises the relation in which the Lord
stood to His people in the agelong counsel of GOD.

The Divine work for the Messiah is summed up in the two facts that GOD
(1) raised Him from the dead, and (2) set Him at His right hand in
sovereign power. This was the first apostolic message: Acts 2:32 ff.;5:30
ff.

The exaltation of Christ was the sign and pledge of the triumph of the
Christian. Comp. 1 Pet. 1:21; 2 Cor. 4:14; Rom. 8:11.

gjgeivra’ ] This is the uniform teaching of the apostles: Acts 3:15;
4:10:5:30; 10:40; 13:37: 1 Thess. 1:10; 1 Cor. 6:14; 15:15: 2 Cor. 4:14;
Gal. 1:1; Rom. 4:24: 8:11; 10:9; Col. 2:12; 1 Pet. 1:21. The words of the
Lord in John 10:18 indicate the complementary aspect of the truth which
Is not further developed. ‘To take life again’ is different from ‘to rise.’
Comp. Eph. 2:5. See Additional Note [p. 189 ff.].

kagivsa' ] Ps. 110:1. Comp. Heb. 1:13 note.

21. uJperavnw pavsh” grc....] Comp. Eph. 3:10 and Additional Note.

For uJperavhw comp. Eph. 4:10; Heb. 9:5. V.L. gives super omne initium.
panto;" ojnovmato" | A name describes a dignity more personal and
essential than an office. The name is designed to express what he who
bears it is and not simply what he holds. Comp. Phil. 2:9.

ouj movnon ...] For the implied contrast between ‘this age’ and ‘the age to
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come,’ see cc. Eph. 2:2; 6:12. The apostle looks forward to ‘coming ages,’
springing one out of the other eij" pavsa' ta;" genea;" tou' aijjw'no" tw'n
aijwvnwn Eph. 3:21 note.

For ‘the coming age’ see Heb. 6:5 (2:5 oijkoumevnhn th;n mevllousan). It
occupies a far less prominent place in the apostolic teaching than might
have been expected. All is summed up in the parousiva, which however is
not mentioned in this Epistle. Primasius dimly feels that the contrast
between the two ages is not in succession of time but in character: in
futuro hoc est in caelesti quod nobis futurum est, non Deo nec sibi.

3. The work of God for men in Christ,—overcoming personal
disqualifications

(1:22-2:10).

22. And He put all things in subjection under His feet; and He gave Him to
be Head over all things to the Church 23 which is His body, the fulness of
Him Who reaches His fulness through all things in all; ii. 1 and you He

quickened when ye were dead through your trespasses and sins 2
wherein aforetime ye walked according to the course of this world,
according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that now

worketh in the sons of disobedience; 3 among whom we also all once lived
in the lusts of our flesh, doing the will (lit. wills ) of the flesh and of the
mind (lit. thoughts ), and were children by nature of wrath, even as the rest

of men:— 4 but GOD being rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He
loved us , ° even when we were dead through our trespasses quickened

us together with the Christ ( by grace have ye been saved ), 6 and raised
us up with Him and made us to sit with Him in the heavenly order in Christ

Jesus; 7 that in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of
His grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus: — 8 for by grace have
ye been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: ? it is the gift of
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8. kai; tou'to ...] And this saving energy of faith is not of yourselves: it is a
gift, and the gift is GOD'S. The variation in construction occurs not
unfrequently: gx uJd. evolved as it were from the action of personal powers.

There is an underlying reference to the Law: cf. Rom. 3:20, 24. For kai;
tou'to introducing a new element see 1 Cor. 6:6, 8; Phil. 1:28. geou' to; d. ]
Comp. John 6:44.

9. oujk gx €rgwn ] It is not the result of a natural evolution of character,
and yet more, it is not the result of self-originated and selfsupported effort:
it is not of works, that no man may boast.

i{namhv ti" kauc .] Latt. ut nequis glorietur (al. extollatur ). Self-assertion is
fatal to spiritual life.

Comp. 1 Cor. 1:29; Rom. 3:27. There is indeed a right boasting: 1 Cor.
1:31; 2 Cor. 10:17; Gal. 6:14. The group of words kauca'sgai, kauvchma,
kauvchs" , is characteristic of St Paul. They occur in all groups of his
Epistles excepting the Pastoral; elsewhere only in St James (James 1:9;
4:16) and Heb. 3:6.

10. aujtou’ gavr ggsmen p. ] V. Ipsius enim sumus factura (v. I. figmentum).
For it is His workmanship—of His making—we are ... The position of the
pronoun is emphatic. Cp. Eph. 2:14, 18.

poivhma] Rom. 1:20; Is. 29:16. Very frequent in Eccles. e.g., 8:9.
Diligenter observa quia non dixerit Ipsius figuratio sumus atque plasmatio
, sed ipsius factura sumus ... Factura primum locum tenet, deinde
plasmatio (Hier. ad loc. ). ktisgevnte"...peripathvswmen ] created in Christ
Jesus for good works which God afore prepared that in them we should
walk. The words give the whole history of the Christian life from the divine
and from the human side. The Christian is a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17),
not alone and independent, but in Christ: he is not left to self- chosen
activity, but set for the accomplishment of definite works which God has
made ready for his doing: his works are prepared, and so the fulfilment of
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his particular duty is made possible; and still it is necessary that he should
accept it with that glad obedience which is perfect freedom.

ktisgevnte" | That which is realised in time through faith is referred to its
origin in the primal Divine action. Comp. Eph. 1:4; Col. 1:16 1.

Ktivzw emphasises a new beginning, a creation. It is used
characteristically of the creation of the natural order: Mark 13:19; Rom.
1:25; Eph. 3:9; Col. 1:16; Apoc. 4:11; and of particular parts of it: 1 Cor.
11:9; 1 Tim. 4:3; Apoc. 10:6. It is used also of spiritual acts of creation
both social: Eph. 2:15, archetypal: Eph. 4:24 (Col. 3:10), and personal as
here.

However definitely the action of the Christian may be limited by his
inheritance and his environment, by his powers and his circumstances, he
s still responsibly free; and by true service he can realise his freedom. No
necessity constrains him, but ‘in Christ’ he can fulfil his own patrt.

gpi; grgoi" ggagoi™ ] Latt. in operibus bonis : some more adequately in
opera bona, on the condition of ...for ... Comp. 1 Thess. 4:7 gpi;
gkagarsival , Gal. 5:13. prohtoivmasen ] Rom. 9:23. We ourselves and our
works, so far as they are our true works, are alike of God's making.

4. Union of Jews and Gentiles in one Divine Body (2:11-22).

The special significance of the call of the Gentiles (Eph. 2:11-22). After
indicating the great mysteries of the Christian Faith, which he prays that
the
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The phrases au[xel €j"...sunoikodomei'sge &ij" ...shew that the end is not yet
reached.

elj" nao;n & g. gn kurivw/ ] The presence and influence of the Lord with His
sovereign power secures the hallowing of every part. jJEn Kurivw/ is to be
taken with au[xei . Comp. cc. Eph. 3:11; 6:1, 10.

22. In the structure of this Sanctuary, which is not a shrine of the Divine
glory only, but a dwelling-place of GOD, the Ephesians have a place, as
incorporated in Christ.

gnwl/...gn pneuvmati ] In whom ye also are builded together for a dwelling-
place of GOD in the Spirit.

gnw|/ ] taking up the gnw|/ in the former verse (comp. Eph. 1:13).

kai; uJme™ sunoik .] ye also are joined with the earlier people of GOD.
Even now the process of incorporation is going forward.

katoikhthvrion ] Compare and contrast Apoc. 18:2.

tou' geou' | of the Triune GOD, the Father (John 14:23), the Son (Matt.
28:20), and the Holy Spirit (John 14:17).

gjn pneuvmati ]| Compare Eph. 3:5 note. Opposed to gn sarkiv, Rom. 8:9.
The indwelling is realised in the highest part of our nature.

Ill. The grandeur of the revelation made to St Paul. Prayer for fuller

understanding in those who receive it (Eph. 3).

1. The revelation to St Paul of a universal gospel (3:1-13).
2. Prayer that those who receive it may be enabled to apprehend its
lessons (3:14-19).

Doxology (20, 21).
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1. Revelation to St Paul of the central truth, or ‘mystery,’ of the
universality of the Gospel (1-13).

The Apostle has declared summarily his great Gospel of the unity of Jew
and Gentile in the Christian Church, both alike coming to One Father in
One Spirit through One Mediator, and he prepares to draw the practical
consequences which follow from this divine calling. But he is twice
interrupted in his purpose by the thought of the marvellous privileges
which are involved in his mission, for himself, and for his readers.

First (vs. 2) when he recalls his peculiar charge he shews that his misery
and shame, as they might seem to others, were to those who knew the
cause for which he suffered a ground of highest praise for the light which
they brought to the counsel of GOD (3:1-13).

And then again when (vs. 14) he resumes the broken sentence, it is for
the loftiest prayer and thanksgiving, before he can at last (Eph. 4:1) enter
on direct instruction (3:14-21).

Ch. 3:1. For this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus (or of the Christ

, even Jesus ) on behalf of you, the Gentiles , 2 if at least ye heard of the
dispensation ( administration ) of the grace of GOD which was given me to

you-ward: 3 how that by revelation was made known unto me the
mystery—as | wrote afore in a few words , 4 whereby ye can, as ye read,

perceive my understanding in the mystery of the Christ, © which in other
generations was not made known unto the sons of men, as now it was

revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit — 6to wit, that
the
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the fulfilment of His counsel unceasingly, and now at length the steps
towards it can be seen.

For provges" see Eph. 1:11; Rom. 8:28; 9:11; 2 Tim. 1:9. h} n gpoivhsen gin
...] which He accomplished , brought to fulfilment, in ... (not formed or
purposed). Comp. Apoc. 17:17. For poiei'n see Winer, 3.38, 5.

The rendering ‘which he purposed’ gives finally the same general
meaning, but it is less forcible, less suitable to the context, and it would
have naturally required ‘in the Christ’ without the Lord's historic name.
gntw'/ c.jl.tw'/ k. hd. ] in the Christ, the hope of Israel, even Jesus, the
Son of man, our Lord. Compare Eph. 3:1 (note). In the two parts of this
title we have a summary of the first characteristic confessions of Jew and
Gentile: ‘Jesus is the Christ’ (Acts 5:42; 17:3; comp. 9:34), and ‘Jesus is
the Lord’ (1 Cor. 12:3; Rom. 10:9).

12. gnw|/ ...] in Whom , in vital fellowship with Him, we have freedom of
address and freedom of access to GOD. The right of address and the
right of access are coupled together ( th;n parr. kai; pro" ., not th;n parr. kai;
th;n pro" .) as parts of the right of personal communion with GOD.

For parrhsivasee Heb. 3:6; 4:16; 10:19; 1 John 3:21; 5:14. For prosagwghv
see Eph. 2:18 (note).

gjn pepoiq .] The privilege of communion is realised in personal confidence
through our faith in Christ. For pepoivghs” see 2 Cor. 3:4.

th™ pivst. aujtou’ ] our faith in Him. Comp. Mark 11:22; Gal. 2:16, 20; 3:22;
Rom. 3:22; Phil. 1:27; 3:9; James 2:1; Apoc. 14:12.

13. St Paul goes back to the thought of his imprisonment (Eph. 3:1 oJ
devsmio" ) and points out that his readers should not be disheartened at
the afflictions which his teaching had brought to him (comp. Eph. 6:22).
These were as nothing in comparison to the privilege of preaching the
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Gospel, so that they were their ‘glory,” inasmuch as they shewed the
grandeur of the truth which they had received.

diov ...] therefore , since the message of a universal Gospel is
immeasurable in its range and the spring of personal assurance.
aijtou'mai ] | beg you. The rendering ‘I pray that | may not lose heart’
appears to be equally inconsistent with the whole tenor of the passage
and with the language. h{ti" ] seeing they are. For the attraction compare
Eph. 6:17; 1 Cor. 3:17; 1 Tim. 3:15.

2. Prayer that those who receive it may be enabled to apprehend its
lessons

(14-19).

Eph. 3:14-19. St Paul resumes his broken sentence (vs. 1), but again only
to contemplate in prayer the view of GOD'S providence opened by the
coming of Christ. Just as (in Eph. 3:2-13) he had dwelt on the grandeur of
his own mission, he now is filled with the thought of the opportunities
offered to his readers. Their own experience would, if rightly interpreted,
throw fresh light on the Divine wisdom; and therefore he prays that they,
through the presence of Christ within them, might, with fuller knowledge of
the sphere and power of Christ's love, be enabled to discharge their office
for the whole body.

14. For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father , 1 from Whom every

family in heaven and on earth derives its name , 16 that He may grant you,
according to the riches of His glory, that ye may be strengthened with

power through His Spirit in the inward man: 17 that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith; to the end that
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words express one thought, the whole range of the sphere in which the
Divine wisdom and love find exercise. Though space has only three
dimensions, we naturally in common language distinguish height and
depth as well as length and breadth. The words are not to be interpreted
separately: this would require tiv to; plavto", tiv to; mh'ko" , & c.

19. gnw'naiv te...] First we come to apprehend the dimensions (so to
speak) of the sphere in which the Divine counsel finds its fulfilment and
then we come to know the love which occupies it.

th;n gg. t. c. ] the love of Christ simply as His, answering to His very
nature, without any distinct definition of the object to which it is directed,
iIncluding both His love for the Church and for the believer (comp. John
15:91.).

gnw'nai...gnwvsew" ] Latt. scire ( cognoscere ) supereminentem scientiae
caritatem. A natural paradox: to know that which never can be known. The
thought in Phil. 4:7 hd eijrhvnh t. . hJ uJperevcousa pavnta nou'n is different.
i{naplhr....tou' geou' ] Latt. ut impleamini in omnem plenitudinem Dei: that
ye

may severally be filled with the gifts of GOD'S grace, and so be made
contributory unto all the fulness of GOD. ‘The fulness of GOD’ is that
perfect consummation of finite being which answers to the Divine idea.
This is reached representatively when every member of Christ brings his
full share to the perfecting of that glorious humanity which is the Body of
Christ; and finally when the corresponding work of the Church for creation
Is accomplished (James 1:18). Comp. Eph. 1:23 note.

The reading of B i{naplhrwgh'/ p. t. pl. t. g. gives substantially the same
sense more simply and directly: ‘that through your individual
completeness the whole fulness of GOD may be realised.’

Doxology (20, 21).
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20, 21. The contemplation of the glorious fulness of Divine blessing in the
Gospel, both in relation to the mission of the Apostle and in relation to the
opportunities of believers, naturally closes with a Doxology of singular
simplicity and depth, in which GOD'S work in man is regarded as issuing
in His glory ‘in the Church and in Christ Jesus’ to the last development of
life in time.

Similar Doxologies are found: Gal. 1:5; Rom. 9:5; 11:33 ff.; 1 Tim. 1:17; 1
Pet.
20. Now to Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we

ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us , 21 to Him be the
glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus unto all the generations of the age
of the ages.

20 f. tw'/ de; dun....aujtw'/ hJ dovxa] We may supply either ei[h or gstiv, ‘be
the glory’

or ‘is the glory.” The one thought passes into the other. Man does not offer
of his own to GOD, but recognises and ascribes to Him what is His. In this
sense angels and men can ‘give glory to GOD’ by acknowledging in that
which stirs their wonder and gratitude a revelation of His power and love:
Lk. 17:18; John 9:24; Acts 12:23; Rom. 4:20; Apoc. 4:9; 11:13; 14:7; 16:9;
19:7.

uJper p....uJperekper. win ...] Latt. omniafacere superabundanter

( superabundantius ) quam ... all. super omnia ...abundantius quam ...& c.:
beyond all, abundantly beyond all that ... |Wn depends upon
uJperekperissou' which emphasises uJpe;r ( pavnta). JUperekperissou' occurs
again 1 Thess. 3:10;5:13. Comp. Mark 6:51; 14:31.

aijt. h] noou'men ...] Some thoughts occur to us which we do not shape into

petitions; GOD'S gifts go beyond petitions and thoughts alike. ‘His power
working in
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us’ is the measure of that which He does. Comp. Col. 1:29.

21. hddovxa] This characteristic use of the article in the doxologies implies
that all perfection which is disclosed to us flows finally from GOD. ‘The
glory,” through which whatever is glorious gains its splendour, belongs to
Him only. Comp. [Matt. 6:13]; Gal. 1:5; Rom. 11:36; 16:27; Phil. 4:20; 2
Tim. 4:18; Heb. 13:21; 1 Pet. 4:11; 5:11; 2 Pet. 3:18; Apoc. 1:6;5:13; 7:12;
19:1. Yet see 1 Tim. 1:17; Jude 25 (Lk. 2:14; 19:38).

gnth’/ gkkl. kai; ggn C. jl. ] in the Church and in Christ Jesus. The
combination presents different aspects of the same truth, and perhaps
points to different orders of the Divine working. The Church is the Body of
Christ and the Bride of Christ ( c. Eph. 5:32). As the Church approaches to
its ideal, humanity embodies more and more perfectly the idea of GOD in
creation, and Christ is revealed in further perfection as the spring of man's
growth. So the glory of GOD is shewn, as the universe moves forward to
its end, by the fulfilment of GOD'S will in man and by the offering of man's
service in Christ to GOD. Yet it may be that Christ's work through the
Church does not exhaust His action (1:10).

ej" pavsa' t. g. tou' aij. t. aij .] V. in omnes (universas ) generationes saeculi
saeculorum. V.L. in omnia saecula saeculorum: unto all the generations of
the age of the ages. Two main thoughts underlie this most remarkable
phrase: (1) the natural succession and development of things represented
by successive generations; and

(2) the immeasurable vastness of the Divine plan expressed in terms of
time. The units of the great age are contributory ages.

B. The Christian Life (Eph. 4:1-6:20).

|. THE GROUND, THE GROWTH, THE CHARACTER OF THE
CHRISTIAN LIFE (4:1-24).

http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph92.html (1 of 2) [28/07/2003 07:58:35 a.m.]


http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph93.html

C:\Documents and Settings\Andy\My Documents\eph.wpd

IIl. THE OUTWARD MANIFESTATION OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE,
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL (4:25-6:9).

lll. THE CHRISTIAN CONFLICT (6:10-20). PERSONAL MESSAGE (6:21,
22). BLESSING (23, 24). St Paul at length after the twofold digression in c.
lii. proceeds to apply to practice throughout the remainder of the Epistle
the great truths which he has already unfolded. But the truths themselves
are never out of sight. The simplest duties are shewn to be grounded upon
them. The Christian life is the natural application of Christian doctrine to
our special circumstances: Christian conduct rests upon ‘supernatural’
sanctions. He first gives a general view of the Christian life (4:1-

24); and then examines it in detail (4:25-6:9), adding a vivid description of
the Christian warfare (6:10-20).

|. The ground, the growth, the character of the Christian Life (Eph. 4:1-
24).

St Paul states briefly that the Christian life must correspond with the
Christian faith (4:1-3). This principle brings into relief the cardinal lessons
of unity and harmonious growth (4-16); and leads to a general contrast
between the Gentile and the Christian life, the old life and the new (17-24).

1. The correspondence of life and faith (1-3).
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anec. gll .] Latt. supportantes ( sustinentes, sufferentes ), forbearing one
another in the case of real grievances: Col. 3:13. The motto of Epictetus
was agjnevcou kai; gpevcou (Aul. Gell. 17.19). The nom. is used for the
accus. as the entreaty passes into a command (comp. Col. 1:10). Such
exhortations point to the fact that even in the Apostolic Church faults of
self-assertion and occasions of offence existed.

3. But, while there is need of forbearance in the Christian, there is need of
effort also. We must give diligence ‘to keep the unity of the spirit.” As yet
there was no outward organisation binding together local Churches. Their
unity lay in their common vital relation to Christ, maintained by the spiritual
sympathy which held together the members of each Church. External
peace tends to guard this inner fellowship.

spoudavzonte' ] 2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 4:11; 2 Pet. 1:10; 3:14.

th;n edn. t. pn .] the unity of the spirit. The phrase is ambiguous. It may
mean either ‘the unity which finds expression in the human spirit,” or ‘the
unity which is inspired by the Holy Spirit.” In the end the two thoughts are
coincident; for the unity which rules man's spirit cannot but be a gift of the
Spirit of GOD. Yet the parallel of Eph. 4:13 th;n eJn. th™ pivstew" , the only
other place where eJnovth" occurs in the N.T., is in favour of the first
Interpretation. Unity in the faith which we hold corresponds with unity in
the spirit by which we are animated. Oneness in the faith and the
knowledge of Christ must issue in oneness of spirit.

In Col. 3:14 love is spoken of as ‘the bond of perfectness,’ but it is not
possible to suppose that St Paul used such a periphrasis as ‘the bond of
peace’ for love itself. Peace itself is the bond; for this use of the gen. see
Eph. 6:14. The destruction of peace is self-seeking ( pleonexiva).

2. The unity and harmonious growth of the Christian Society, that
Body of which Christ is the Head (4-16).
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Having spoken of ‘the unity of the spirit,” the keeping of which is the aim of
Christian effort, St Paul seems to pause for a while, and then, moved by
the greatness of the thought, he thinks, as it were, aloud and lays open a
view of the unity of the whole Christian society, first in its objective
foundation (4-6) and then in the provision for its vital realisation (7-16).

The whole paragraph is essentially parenthetical, and the line of thought
in vv. 1-3is resumed in vs. 17.

4. There is one body and one spirit, even as also ye were called in one

hope of your calling; ® one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 6 one GOD and
Father of all, Who is over all and through all and in all.

7. But to each one of us was the grace given according to the measure of
the gift of the Christ. 8 Wherefore the Psalmist saith

When He ascended on high He led a host of captives in His train , And
gave gifts unto men.
9. Now the statement He ascended, what is it but that He descended [first]

into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He that descended, He Himself is also
He that ascended far above all the heavens, that He might bring all things

to their completeness. 11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as
prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,

12 with a view to the perfecting of the saints for a work of ministering, for

building up the Body of Christ , 13 till we all attain unto the unity of the faith
and of the knowledge of the Son of GOD, unto a full-
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WHOLE .
EJPICORHGIVA OCCURS AGAIN P HIL . 1:19.

EJN AJGAVPH | T HE WORDS RE - ECHO THE LANGUAGE OF E PH . 4:2. T HE
REPETITION OF EIN AJGAVPH IS CHARACTERISTIC OF THE E PISTLE : 1:4; 3:18;
4:2, 15:5:2.

3. C ONTRAST OF THE OLD LIFE AND THE NEW (17-24):

(A) THEOLD LIFE (17-19),

T HE OLD LIFE (17-19). T HE NEW LIFE (20-24).

17. T HIS | SAY THEREFORE AND ADJURE YOU IN THE L ORD THAT YE NO
LONGER WALK AS THE G ENTILES ALSO WALK IN THE VANITY OF THEIR MIND , 18
BEING DARKENED IN THEIR UNDERSTANDING , ALIENATED FROM THE LIFE OF
GOD, because of the ignorance that is in them because of the hardening

of their heart; 19 in that having lost feeling they gave themselves up to
lasciviousness to work all uncleanness in selfishness. 20 But ye did not so
learn the Christ , 21 if at least it was He Whom ye heard, and it was in Him

ye were taught, even as there is truth in Jesus; that ye put away , 22
having regard to your former conversation, the old man, which waxeth

corrupt after the lusts of deceit; 23 and that ye be renewed in the spirit of

your mind , 24 and put on the new man, which hath been created after
GOD in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

17-24. St Paul now returns to the practical counsels on which he had
entered
(vv. 1-3), and contrasts generally the old life (17-19) and the new (20-24).
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17. tou'to ou\n |. kai; mart .] This | say therefore and adjure you in the Lord

The words take up parakalw' ou\n of vs. 1. Here there can be no question
of the connexion of gn kurivw/ with martuvromai : | adjure you, recognising
as | do so my fellowship with the Lord, speaking as in Him. Comp. 1
Thess. 4:1. For similar combinations see 2 Thess. 3:4 pepoivgamen gnk. ;
Gal. 5:10; Phil. 2:24; Rom. 14:14 pevpeisma gnKk.jl.; 16:2 i{na
prosdevxhsge...gn k. ; Phil. 2:29; 2:10 glpivzw gn k. ; 4:10 g cavrhn gnKk. ;
Col. 4:17 parevlabe" gnk.

mhkevti uJma"...kagw;" kai; ta; € .] that you who have embraced the faith
walk no longer as in fact the Gentiles walk. No longer should it so be that
there is no difference between your life and theirs.

In kagw;" kalv , the kai; emphasises the words which follow: Eph. 4:4, 32;
5:2, 25, 29, & c.

The description of heathen life is closely parallel both in thought and
language with Rom. 1:21 ff.

en mataiovthti t. n. ] V. in vanitate sensus sui, V.L. mentis suae, so vs. 23.
Rom. 1:21 gmataiwvghsan gjn toi™ dialogismoi™ aujtw'n . Their hold on the
spiritual and eternal was lost. Comp. Rom. 8:20 th'/ mataiovthti hJ ktivsl"
uJpetavgh . 1 Pet. 1:18 gk th™ mataiva' uJmw'n gnastrofh™ . ldols were
essentially mavtaia Acts 14:15.

18. gskotwm. th'/ dian. o[nte" ] Rom. 1:21 gjskotivsgh hd g suvneto” aujtw'n
kardiva. Comp. c. Eph. 5:8, 11; 1 John 2:11. That which should have been
light was darkened: Matt. 6:23. The converse change is noticed Eph. 1:18
pefwtismevnou" tou;" ojfgalmou;” th™ kardiva' .

For diavnoiasee Heb. 8:10; 1 Pet. 1:13; 2 Pet. 3:1; 1 John 5:20. It is
combined with kardivaLk. 1:51.

The rhythm of the sentence is decisive for the connexion of g[nte" with
gjskotwmevnoi , in spite of the parallel Col. 1:21, the only other passage in
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which the double participle is found. gphllotr. t. z. t. . ] For gphllotr . see
Eph. 2:12. The life of GOD is that life which answers to the nature of GOD
and which He communicates to His children. This had become wholly
foreign to their nature. Their spiritual darkness corresponded with a moral
alienation from GOD.

See Ruskin Modern Painters ii. Pt. iii, c. 2 8§ 8, p. 18 small edn. Ignorance
or forgetfulness of GOD is the spring of all error, as ‘the fear of GOD is the
beginning of wisdom.” Comp. 1 Thess. 4.5 ta; g(gnh ta; mh; ejdovtato;n
geo;n [a description which goes back to Jer. 10:25; Ps. 79:6].

dig; th;n a[gn....diag; th;n pwvr ....] Latt. per ignorantiam quae est in illis,
propter

caecitatem .... The style of the Epistle suggests that these two clauses are
coordinate. Even if they are so taken, it still remains true that their
ignorance was due to hardening of their heart, though the two are noted
separately; and it must be admitted that th;n ou\san g n aujtoi”™ has more
force if it is joined directly with what follows: ‘the ignorance that is in them
because of....’

For pwvrws" see Rom. 11:7, 25; 2 Cor. 3:14 ( g pwr. ta; nohvmata); and
specially in connexion with kardiva: Mark 3:5; 6:52; 8:17; John 12:40. The
root of the word is pw'ro" , callus.

19. The issue of moral insensibility and guilty ignorance was gross
corruption of life. This is represented as the result of their own action here
( eJaut. parevdwkan th'/ gjselg .), and on the other hand is ascribed to GOD
in Rom. 1:24 parevdwken aujtou;” 0J geo;"...€lj" gkagarsivan .... GOD does
that which follows from the laws that express His

will; yet man does not lose his responsibility.

oi{ tine" ] being such that they....

gphlghkovte" | Hier. dicamus indolentes sive indolorios, having lost feeling
, expresses exactly the result of pwvrws" . The reading gphlpikovte" , Latt.
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desperantes , is inadequately supported and less suitable to the context.
th'/ gjselgeival ] as to a mistress.

elj" grgasivan gk. p. ] They made a business (Acts 19:24 f.) of impurity, not
simply yielding to passion but seeking out deliberately the means of
sensual gratification.

For grgasivasee Plat. Protag. 353 D th™ hddonh™ gjrgasivan . [For the word
cf. also Lk. 12:58 do;" grgasivan and for the mode of speech the phrase
grgavtal gdikiva' (Lk. 13:27), which itself comes from Ps. 6:8.]

gjn pleonexival ] in selfishness. This appears to be the general sense of
pleonexiva, whatever form it may take. The commonest and most typical
form is when one sacrifices another to the gratification of his own appetite,
as here: c. Eph. 5:3. This sense of the word is constant in the N.T.: Mark
7:22; Rom. 1:29; 2 Pet. 2:14: compare 1 Thess. 4.:6. Self takes the place
of GOD (Col. 3:5).

(b) the new life (20-24).

20-24. In contrast with the old life which was summed up in ‘selfishness,’
St Paul sketches the new life which answers to ‘the new man,’ an
embodiment of Christ Himself in Whom the isolated self is lost.

20. uJmei" dev ...] taking up Eph. 4:17 mhkevti uJma" .... But ye did not so
learn the

Christ .... This is not the life which answers to faith in Him. Christ is
Himself the sum

of the Gospel. He is preached, received, known (Phil. 1:15; Col. 2:6; Phil.
3:10). No similar phrase is quoted.
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character, the continuous and progressive renewal of our highest faculty,
and the decisive acceptance of ‘the new man.’

gnaneou'sgai dev ...] and on the other hand that ye be .... The word
gnaneou'sgai occurs here only in the N.T.; gnakainou'sgai occurs Col. 3:10;
2 Cor. 4:16 ( gnakaivnhws" Rom. 12:2; Tit. 3:5). The general distinction of
nevo" and kainov" passes into the two words. The variations in Col. 3:9 f.
are instructive: gpekdusavmenoi to;n palaio;n a[ngrwpon su;ntai™ pravxesin
aujtou’, kai; egndusavmenoi to;n nevon to;n gjnakainouvmenon &ij" gpivgnwsin
katj eljkovnatou' ktivsanto" aujtovn .

tw'/ pn. tou' n. ] The spirit, by which man holds communion with GOD, has
a place in his higher reason. The spirit when quickened furnishes new
principles to the nou™ (comp. Arist. Eth. N. vi.) by which it is delivered from
mataiovth" (Eph. 4:17). This St Paul speaks of as hJ ginakaivhws" tou'
noov" (Rom. 12:2). When the spirit is dormant, man is led astray ejkh'/
fusiouvmenao" uJpo; tou' noo;" th™ sarko;" aujtou’ (Col. 2:18), a vivid
description of ‘vanity of the mind.” But the nou™ itself must fulfil its true
function: 1 Cor. 14:14.

24. ginduv". t. k. g.] Comp. Gal. 3:27 Cristo;n g neduvsasge . Rom. 13:14
gjnduvsasge to;n kuvrion jl. Col. 3:10. Christ is ‘the new man’ (1 Cor. 15:45
ff.) Who through His Divine personality makes His human nature effective
iIn due measure for every believer.

to;n k. g. kt .] This ideal humanity already exists, answering perfectly to the
will of GOD; but it has to be personally appropriated.

For kata; geovn see 2 Cor. 7:9 ff.; Eph. 2:2 note. gn dik. kai; 0J'. t. gl .]
finding its expression in righteousness and holiness —in the fulfilment of
duties to others and to self—inspired and supported by the influence of
the truth.

oJsiovth" is found only here and Lk. 1:75 in the N.T. [In the Song of
Zacharias,

l.c., as here, it is conjoined with dikaiosuvnh . So too Wisd. 9:3.] For o{ sio"
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see Heb. 7:26. [In 1 Thess. 2:10 oJsivw" kai; dikaivw" k. ggmevmptw" and
Tit. 1:8 divkaion, of sion we see how, as here and in the ‘Benedictus,’ the
two qualities are co-ordi-nated and complementary.]

Additional Note on the reading of Eph. 4:21.

( The following discussion of the text of Eph. 4:21 is taken by permission
from the private correspondence between Dr Westcott and Dr Hort
preparatory to the formation of the text of the Epistle in their edition of the
Greek Testament. )

kagw;" €[stin gjlhvgelagn tw'/ jlhsou’

Dr Hort writes: ‘I have never from a boy been able to attach any meaning
to the nominative here.’

He accordingly proposes to read

kagwv" g stin glhgeival gin tw'/ jlhsou’

‘with or without a comma after gjlhgeiva/ , though the comma seems to
give a fuller and truer sense.’

Dr Westcott replies: ‘| cannot construe glhgeival . And gdidavcghte
requires glhvgeiaas does Eph. 4:24. Surely such a use of the dative with
such a pregnant
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(As a result of this discussion Dr Hort's proposed emendation kagwv" gstin
glhgeival, ggn was placed in the margin, as an alternative reading to that of
the text, in Westcott and Hort's edition.)

Il. The outward manifestation of the Christian Life, personal and
social (Eph. 4:25-6:9).

1. Special features in the Christian character (4:25-5:14).
2. Cardinal social relationships (Eph. 5:15-6:9).

1. Special features in the Christian character (4:25-5:14): truth (vs.
25), control of anger (26 f.), honest labour (28), good language (29 f.),
tenderheartedness

(32), lovingkindness (Eph. 5:1 f.), as opposed to impure and selfish
indulgence. The Christian life the life of a child of light (7-14).

After completing the general view of the Christian Life, St Paul illustrates it
in detail. He first deals with some personal characteristics of Christians
(4:25-5:14); and then with the cardinal social relationships (Eph. 5:15-6:9).

(1) Some personal characteristics of Christians (4:25-5:14). St Paul
notices first special traits as to truth (4:25), self-control (26 f.), labour
(28), language (29 f.), tenderness (31 f.). He then marks the fundamental
contrast between selfsacrifice and selfishness (Eph. 5:1-6); and develops
the thought that the Christian life is the life of a child of light (7-14).

25. Wherefore, putting away falsehood, speak ye the truth each one with
his neighbour, because we are members one of another. 26 Be ye angry,
and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your sense of provocation , 27
nor give place to the devil. 28 Let him that stealeth steal no more; but
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rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing that is good that he

may have whereof to give to him that hath need. 29 Let no corrupt speech
proceed out of your mouth, but whatever is good to supply (build up) that

which is needed, that it may give grace to them that hear. 39 And grieve
not the Holy Spirit of GOD, in Whom ye were sealed unto a day of

redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamour and

railing be taken away from you, with all malice; 32 and shew yourselves
kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, even as God

also in Christ forgave you. v. 1 Shew yourselves therefore imitators of

God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in lore, even as Christ also loved you
and gave Himself up for you, an offering and a sacrifice to God for an

odour of fragrance. 3 But fornication and all uncleanness or selfishness,

let it not even be named among you as becometh saints; 4 and so of
filthiness and foolish talking or jesting, which are not befitting; but rather

giving of thanks. ° For this ye know by what ye observe, that no fornicator
nor unclean person nor selfish man, which is an idolater, hath any
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and GOD.

6 Let no man deceive you with empty words; for because of these things
cometh the wrath of GOD upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Do not
therefore shew yourselves partakers with them; 8 for ye were once
darkness, but now are light in the Lord: walk as children of light — © for the
fruit of light is in all goodness and righteousness and truth — 10 proving

what is well-pleasing to the Lord; 11 and have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather even shew them in their true

nature ( convict them ) ; 12for the things which are done by them in secret

it is a shame even to speak of. 13 But all things when they are shewn in
their true nature ( convicted ) by the light are made manifest; for
everything that is made manifest is light. 14 Wherefore the poet saith
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adversary (27). Honest labour enables us to fulfil our corporate duty (28).
Evil speech grieves the Holy Spirit, Who works through good words (29,
30). All bitterness is alien from Christ's mind and work (31, 32). Generally
all sensual self- indulgence is opposed to love (Eph. 5:1-6). The light
which Christ has given must have its perfect work (7-14).

At the same time positive duties are enjoined. ‘Thou shalt’ is added to
‘Thou shalt not’; ‘put on’ completes ‘put off’: 4:25 speak truth: 28 let him
labour: 29 give grace to them that hear: 32 be kind:5:1 walk in love: 4
giving of thanks: 8 walk as children of light: 11 reprove works of darkness.

Christian morality cannot be separated from the Christian revelation. In
Christ man is seen in new relations. His conduct cannot be rightly
considered apart from these.

2. Cardinal social relationships (Eph. 5:15-6:9).

St Paul now passes on to the consideration of social duties. As ‘light’
Christians must affect those among whom they live. Both in their general
temper (Eph. 5:15-21) and in the relations of the family (Eph. 5:22-6:9)
they will shew the power of their Faith.

(a) Social conduct and temper in general (15-21).

15. Look therefore carefully how ye walk, not as unwise but as wise , 16
buying up the opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 For this reason do
not shew yourselves foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18

And be not drunken with wine wherein is riot, but be filled in spirit , 1°
speaking one to another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
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and making melody with your heart to the Lord; 20 giving thanks always for

all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to our GOD and Father; 21
subjecting yourselves one to another in the fear of Christ.

15. blevpete ou\n ...] Look therefore carefully how ye walk , because you
are called to a great service and are enabled to fulfil it. Conduct is difficult;
and it is for action not for knowledge we were made.

akribw™ ] Comp. Eph. 5:10. The Divine light does not make man's
carefulness less needful. For blevpete see 1 Cor. 3:10.

mh; wJ' ...] The negative is determined by the implied command.

16. gxagor. t. k. ] Latt. redimentes tempus, buying up the opportunity ,
making your own at all cost the season for action. For each one there is
but a limited time for service and that under special conditions. Each one
therefore must make himself master of his position and use all the helps
and occasions which it brings.

Elsewhere gxagoravzein (act.) is used for to redeem Gal. 3:13; 4:5; and
some have supposed that it has that sense here: redeeming the season
from the evil powers who are lords of the world (Eph. 6:12; 1 John 5:19).
The use of the middle in Col. 4:5 is parallel to the use in this passage; and
there can be no doubt that in these two places the word means ‘buying up
for yourselves.’ jExagoravzein occurs in Plut. Crass. 2.1.543 E and in
Polyb. 3.42,2 in the sense of ‘buying up,’ and this sense of gk in
compounds is justified by abundant examples (e.g.,, g kdapanavw 2 Cor.
12:15). Comp. Dan. 2:8 kairo;n ulme™ gxagoravzete : Polyc. Mart. 2, dig;
mia" w{ra" th;n aijwvnion kovlasin g xagorazovmenoi .

o{ti aJhJm ....] because the days are evil , and the season for action is
brief and

precarious and precious. The connexion in Col. 4:5 is different: walk in
wisdom
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Hymns. g/d. kai; yavll. th/ k. ] The outward music was to be accompanied
by the inward music of the heart.

20. eujcaristou'nte" ...] The chief element in all is thanksgiving to GOD: see
VS.

4. This springs out of the sense of our relation to ‘our Lord Jesus Christ.’
gnojnovm ...] 2 Thess. 3:6; 1 Cor. 5:4; 6:11; Col. 3:17.

tw'/ g. kai; p. ] So James 1:27; oJg. kai; p. hJmw'n 1 Thess. 1:3; Gal. 1:4;
Phil. 4:20; comp. Eph. 4.6 g. kai; p. pavntwn... oJ geo;" pathvr Col. 3:17; [ oF
g. oJpathvr 2 Thess. 2:16. Comp. oJkuvrio" kai; pathvr James 3:9.

21. Each man feels his own place in the unity of the one body in Christ. In
mutual subjection all realise the joy of fellowship. Such harmonious
subjection of one to another is the social expression of the personal
feeling of thankfulness.

gin fovbw/ Cr.] 2 Cor. 5:11 to;n fovbon tou' kurivou ; Acts 9:31.

The special family relationships (Eph. 5:22-6:9). After describing the
general temper of Christians, St Paul goes on to illustrate their mutual
subjection by their fulfilment of the special family relations, (1) wives and
husbands (22-33), (2) children and parents (6:1-4), (3) servants and
masters (5-9). In each case he considers the weaker first; and the
fulfilment of duty by the weaker is met by the answering duty of the
stronger: subjection by love; obedience by tender education; obedient and
sincere service by corresponding service.

It is to be observed that he limits his instructions to the members of
families. He says nothing of civic relations. The home, in its fullest sense,
IS a creation of the Gospel, the immediate application of the Incarnation to
common life.
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In each case the obligation is based on the connexion of the believer with
Christ (vs. 22 wJ" tw'/ kurivw/ . 6:1 gin kurivw/ . 6:5 wJ' tw'/ cristw'/ ). We
are to see Christ in those to whom we owe subjection and reverence. Our
duty does not depend on their personal character.

It may be added that there is more instruction on the duties of home in the
Epistles to the Ephesians and the Colossians than in all the rest of the
New Testament.

(b) Wives and husbands (22-33).

The Apostle deals first with the relation which is the foundation of ordered
human life. He points out that the wife is to the husband as the Church to
Christ. In this we find the type of the wife's subjection (22-24), and of the
husband's love (25-

30). Marriage issues in a vital unity which points to the ideal
consummation of humanity (31, 32).

22. Wives, be in subjection to your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For
a husband is head of the wife, as Christ also is head of the Church, being

Himself Saviour of the body. 24 But as the Church is subject to Christ, so
let the wives be to their husbands in everything. 22 Husbands, love your

wives even as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself up for it; 26
that He might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the bath of water

accompanied by a confession of faith (a word), 27 that He might present
the Church to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any

such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 28 Even so
ought husbands also to love their own wives as being their own bodies.

He that loveth his own wife loveth himself: 2° for no one ever hated his
own flesh: but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as Christ the Church , 30
because we are members of His body. 3! For this
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(c) Children and parents (6:1-4).

6:1. Children, obey your parents in the Lord; for this is just. 2 Honour thy
father and mother—seeing it is the first commandment with promise — 3
that it may be well with thee and so thou shalt live long upon the land. 4
And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath; but nurture them in
discipline and admonition of the Lord.

1-4. The exposition of the relation of the wife to the husband is followed
naturally by an exposition of the relation of children to parents. Obedience
(1-3) is met by loving education (4).

1. ta; t. uJpak. t. g. ] Obedience is substituted for subjection (Eph. 5:22 f.)
here and in vs. 5, parallel with Col. 3:20, 22. For uJpakouvein, uJpakohv ,
compare Rom. 6:16

f.; Heb. 5:8 f. gn kurivw/ ] The child can recognise his spiritual relation to
Christ in the earliest years, before doctrine is grasped intellectually. There
is from the first a Divine element in all the parts of human life, and St Paul
assumes the ideal as the standard. [Origen, Cat. Cr. Eph. 208 observes
amfivbolovn gsti to; rJhtovn: h[toi ga;r toi™ g n kurivw/ goneu'sin crh;
uJpakouvein ta; tevkna h] gn kurivw/ dei' uJpakouvein ta; tevknatoi™ goneu'sin
y

divkaion ] The obligation lies in the nature of the relation. Compare Acts
4:19; Phil. 1:7; 2 Thess. 1:6; 2 Pet. 1:13.

2. tivma] Obedience must be founded on honour and find expression, not
only in act but in feeling. The general command ( uJpakouvete) is
supplemented by the personal command ( tivma) from the Decalogue (EX.
20:12). [Cf. Deut. 5:16 tivmat. patevra sou k. t. mhtevra sou, o} n trovpon
gjneteivlatov soi Kuvrio" oJ geov" sou, i{ na

k.t.l.] The commandment ( gintolh; ) is quoted [but without the promissory
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clause] in the Gospels: Matt. 15:4; 19:19 and parallels (Mark 7:10; LKk.
18:20).

Fortima/nsee 1 Tim. 5:3; 1 Pet. 2:17 ( pavnta' timhvsate, t. basilevatimate
). h{ti" ] Eph. 3:13; seeing it is and therefore claims regard. The
interpretation of gntolh; prwvth gn gpaggelival is extremely uncertain. The
words may mean ‘seeing it is a commandment of primary importance
accompanied also by a promise’ (comp. Matt. 22:38 aw{ th gsti;n hJ meg.
kai; prwvth gnt ., cf. Mark 12:28); or, as Chrysostom appears to take it,
‘seeing it iIs a commandment preeminent in the promise which is attached
to it’ ( ouj th'/ tavxei ei\pen aujth;n prwvthn glla; th'/ g paggelival ). Others take
it as ‘the first commandment in the Law to which a promise is attached,’
or, since the words are addressed to children, ‘the first, earliest,
commandment to be learnt....” No

explanation seems to be wholly satisfactory. [The alternative punctuation
prwvth, g n g paggelival i{ na (Westcott and Hort marg. ) leads to a slightly
modified form of the first of the interpretations here recognised: ‘a primary
commandment, carrying with it the promise—the offer and the
benediction— that it may be well with thee and that thou shalt live long
upon the land. ']

3. i{na...gevnhtai kai; e[sh/ ...] A similar combination of moods with i{nain
the reversed order is found in Apoc. 22:14, and i{ naoccurs elsewhere
with the future: 1 Cor. 9:18; Gal. 2:4. The difference between the moods is
preserved: that it may be well...and so thou shalt be ....

gpi; th™ gh™ ] upon the land. The remainder of the quotation is assumed to
be known.

4. kai; oiJ patevre" ...] The duty of parents is connected closely with the
duty of children (so Eph. 69). There is no kaiv in c. 5:25. ‘Fathers’ stand in
place of ‘parents’ (vs. 1), because the government and discipline of the
house rest with them.
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mh; parorgivzete | Latt. nolite ad iracundiam provocare. The verb occurs
Rom. 10:19 (a citation from the LXX. Deut. 32:21). In Eph. 4:26 we have
parorgismov" . In Col. 3:21 the word used is greqgivzete . Even in children
there is a keen sense of injustice and inconsiderateness.

gktrevfete] V. educate , V. L. nutrite ( enutrite ): cf. c. Eph. 5:29. The gk -
IS intensive as in gkpeiravzein, gkplhrou'n, gktelei'n & c.

gn paid. kai; nougesival t. k. ] Latt. in disciplina et correptione domini, in
discipline and admonition not self-chosen or self-invented but answering
to the mind of the Lord , administered through them. Bengel says truly
‘harum altera occurrit ruditati, altera oblivioni et levitati.’ Paideivais
discipline generally (2 Tim. 3:16 pro;" paideivan th;n gn dikaiosuvnh/ ; Heb.
12:5 ff.); nougesiva special admonition (1 Cor. 10:11 ggravfh de; pro;"
nougesivan hdmw'n ; Tit. 3:10 meta; mivan kai; deutevran nougesivan ).

(d) Servants and masters (5-9).

5. Servants ( slaves ), be obedient to them that according to the flesh are
your masters, with fear and trembling, in singleness of heart as unto
Christ; 6 not in the way of eyeservice, as men-pleasers; but as servants of
Christ, doing the will of GOD; 7 doing service from the heart with good-will,
as to the Lord and not to men; 8 knowing that whatsoever good thing each
one doeth, this shall he receive again from the Lord, whether he be bond
or free. ® And, ye masters, do the same things in dealing with them, and
forbear threatening; knowing that both their Master and yours is in
heaven, and there is no respect of persons with Him.

5-9. The third typical relation in the household was that of servants
(slaves) and masters. The servant must remember that he renders his
service to Christ (5-7), and that he will receive his reward from Him (8).
The master must remember that in heaven the servant's Master is his own
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also (9).

The position of slaves (dou'loi ) is touched onin 1 Tim. 6:1 f.; Tit. 2.9 f,;
and 1 Pet. 2:18 (oijkevtal ).

In the Pastoral Epistles and 1 Peter the master of the slave is despovth” .
5. toi" k. s. k. ] Earthly relations are not neutralised by heavenly (Rom.
13:7). At the same time kata; savrka suggests the limit of the authority of
earthly masters.

On this Primasius remarks: Non venit Christus mutare conditiones sed
mores. meta; f. kai; tr .] with fear lest any duty should be left undone and
trembling : the feeling and the sign of it. The phrase recurs in 2 Cor. 7:15;
Phil. 2:12; comp. 1 Cor. 2:3; and is not uncommon in the LXX.: Gen. 9:2;
Is. 19:16; Ps. 2:11.

Such feelings have a right place in the relations of men to men. gnajpl. t.
K. ud. ] in singleness of heart , without hypocrisy or one secondary or
selfish thought. For aJplovth" see Col. 3:22; 2 Cor. 1:12. The obedience is
to be rendered as unto Christ, ‘Who knoweth the hearts of all men.’

wJ" tw'/ cr .] vs. 7 douleuvonte" wJ' tw'/ kurivw/ . Comp. Col. 3:24.

6. mh; katj ojfg. wJ' gngr. .] Latt. non ad oculum servientes ....

katj ojfg.] Col. 3:22 gn ojfgalmodoulivai” . The word is not quoted from any
earlier writer.

angrwpavreskoi | Col. 3:22. The word is found in Ps. 52:6 (53:6) (LXX.);
Ps. Sol. 4:8, 10, 21.

wJ' dou'loi Cr.] Comp. 1 Cor. 7:22; 1 Pet. 2:16 wJ' dou'loi geou' . The
phrase in a spiritual sense is the chosen title of apostles: Rom. 1:1; James
1:1; 2 Pet. 1:1;
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Jude 1; Apoc. 1:1. poai. to; g. t. g. ] Mark 3:35; John 7:17; 9:13; Heb. 10:36;
13:21; 1 John 2:17. Comp. Matt. 7:21; 12:50; 21:31; Lk. 12:47; John 4:34.
The absolute use of the phrase in these passages suggests that it is so
used here, and that gk yuch™ is to be joined with the words which follow.
True service bears two marks. It is rendered under a sense of a personal
relation to Christ, and with a recognition of the Divine law written in the
heart.

7. ( gk yuch™ ) metj eyj. doul .] The connexion of gk y. with this verse is
supported by the parallel in Col. 3:23; and the two phrases gk y. and metj
eujn . combine to characterise the service completely, in relation to the
servant ( gk y.) and to the master ( metj eyjnoiva’' , V. cum bona voluntate
, V.L. cum benignitate ). For gk y. see Col. 3:23 o} ga;n poih'te, gk yuch™
gjrgavzesge, wJ' tw'/ kurivw/ kai; oujk aingrwvpoi” ; 1 Macc. 8:25, 27; Mark
12:30 (not 33). Eu[noiaoccurs here only in N.T. Kindly feeling must
underlie loyal service.

wJ" tw'/ kurivw/ | The change of the title here (oJcr . Eph. 5:23, 24, 25, 29;
vs. 5; Cr. 5:32; vs. 6) is natural. Stress is laid on the thought of
sovereignty.

8. eljdovte" ...] The Divine judgment lies essentially in each deed of man.
The good which we do remains ours still; and the evil (Col. 3:25) also. The
doer in each case will receive what he has done. Cf. 2 Cor. 5:10 i{na
komivshtai e{ kasto" ta; dia; tou' swvmato" pro;" a} e[praxen, ei[te gjgaqo;n ei[te
fau'lon; Col. 3:25; 2 Pet. 2:12 f. Comp. Job 34:11 gjlla; gpodidoi'
angrwvpw/ kaga; poiei’ e{ kasto" aujtw'n . This thought gives final expression
to the truth of proportionate retribution: Matt. 16:27 kai; tovte g podwvsai
eJkavstw/ kata; th;n praxin aujtou’ , Rom. 2:6 o}" gpodwvsel eJkavstw/ kata; ta;
e[rgaaujtou’ (Ps. 62:12; Prov. 24:12), 1 Pet. 1:17 to;n gproswpolhvmptw"
Krivnonta kata; to; eJkavstou g/rgon, Apoc. 22:12 gpodou'na eJkavstw/ wJ' to;
e[rgon g sti;n aujtou’ (cf. Ps. 28:4; Jer. 17:10).

komivsetai ] receive again as his own. See Hort on 1 Pet. 1:9.
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9. kai; oiJk ....] And ye masters do the same things —fulfil your obligations
with

the same sincerity— in dealing with them : recognise their equality with
you as men in virtue of their nature and in regard to one sovereign Lord.
Ta; aujta; poiei'n expresses identity of spirit and not identity of outward
action.

poiei'te pro;" auj .] in regard to, in dealing with them. The construction
appears to be unique in the N. T. Comp. 1 Thess. 4:10 poiei'te ayjto; &j"
pavnta' tou;" gdelfouv" ....

gnievnte' t. g. ] Latt. remittentes minas ( laxantes iracundiam ): forbearing
to use the habitual threatening. This clause applies ta; aujta; poiei'te.
Earthly law allows you to exercise practically irresponsible power: to
enforce your will by fear of punishment. For gnievnte" cf. Thuc. 3.10, 2.
eljdovte" ] answering to eljdovte" in vs. 8. An appeal is made to conscience
to witness to two truths: ‘there shall never be one lost good’; no wrong is
condoned. aujtw'n kai; uJ. oJK. ] their Lord and yours.... Comp. Rom. 16:13
th;n mhtevra

aujtou' kai; ggmou’ .

proswpolhmyiva] Comp. Rom. 2:11 ouj gavr gstin proswpolhmyiva para; tw'/
gew'/ ; Col. 3:25 oJ ga;r g dikw'n komivsetai o} hjdivkhsen, kai; oujk €[ stin
proswpolhmyiva ; James 2:1 mh; gn proswpolhmyivai" € cete th;n pivstin t. k.
hJmw'n jl. C. t. dovxh". Proswpolhmptei'n occurs James 2:9; proswpolhvmpth"
Acts 10:34 (cf. Deut. 10:17); and gproswpolhvmptw" 1 Pet. 1:17.

Additional Notes on Eph. 5:14, 5:30, and 5:31.

<- Previous First Next->

http://biblecentre.net/comment/nt/bfw/eph/eph121.html (2 of 2) [28/07/2003 08:01:57 a.m.]



C:\Documents and Settings\Andy\My Documents\eph.wpd

<- Previous First Next->

Eph. 5:14 gpifauvsal soi 0J cristov"° gpiyauvsel” tou' cristou' Western (Gr.
Lat.); incl. MSS mentioned by Theod.mops.lat by Chr and by Thdt (the two
latter probably not independently) Orig. Jos. lat. Ruf; Cant. lat. Ruf; not G 5

Marcion (ap. Epiph) Naasseni (ap. Hipp) Clem Orig. loc. ; Ps 2 Hipp. Ant
Amb Hier *Vig'. The supposed intermediate reading g piyauvsel soi 0J
cristov" appears to be due to the transcribers of Chr, though Aug once, at
least as edited, and Ambst. cod have continget te Christus. The two
imperatives doubtless suggested that the following future would be in the
second person, the required c stood next after gpifauvsel , easily read as
gpiyauvsal , and then the rest would be altered accordingly.

Eph. 5:30 tou' swvmato" aujtou’ ]+ gk th™ sarko;" aujtou’ kai; gk tw'n ojstevwn
aujtou' Western and Syrian (Gr. Lat. Syr. Arm.); incl. Iren. gr. lat. Text a*
AB 17 67 ** me aeth Meth (anon. [?Tit. bost] Lc. 88 Cramer) Euthal. cod:
also probably Orig. Cant. lat. Ruf, who quotes nothing after swvmato"
aujtou' . From Gen. 2:23.

Eph. 5:31 kai; proskollhghvsetai pro;" th;n gunai'kaaujtou’ ] < (Marcion, see
below) Orig. loc. expressly (the scholium, though anonymous, is certainly
his) Tert (apparently, as well as Marcion) Cyp. Ep. 52. codd. opt Hier. loc

(doubtless from Orig). Text aABD G 3K 5L 5P 2 cu °Mn yy oM QOrig. Cels;

(? Mt. gr. lat) Meth Victorin pp & suplat. ser;. A singular reading, which
would not be improbable if its attestation were not exclusively patristic: the
words might well be inserted from Gen. 2:24. They are absent from the
guotation as it occurs in the true text of Mark 10:7; but were there inserted
so early and so widely that the only surviving authorities for omission are
aB It 48 go.

Ill. The Christian conflict (Eph. 6:10-20).
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The general survey of the conditions of social life which St Paul has now
completed leads him to consider the whole range of the Christian conflict.
This deals with the unseen as well as with the seen. In order to
understand its character we must take account of spiritual hosts of
wickedness by which we are assailed and of the heavenly forces which
are within our reach. He first shews our actual position (10-12); and then
describes in detail the Divine equipment of the Christian soldier (13-17)
passing to the duties of intercession (18-20).

10-12. The Christian position. Claim all the help which GOD offers you.
Your enemies are not men only but the whole hierarchy of evil. We must
face the stern, tragic view of life.

10. In the future, be made powerful in the Lord, and in the might of His
strength. 11 Put on the whole armour of GOD, that ye may be able to

stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 Because our wrestling is not against
blood and flesh, but against the principalities, against the powers, against
the world-rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly order.

10. tou' loipou’ ] Latt. de cetero. This phrase occurs again Gal. 6:17, in the
future. We should expect to; loipovn (which is less well supported) for the
future (2 Thess. 3:1; 1 Cor. 7:29; Phil. 4:8; Heb. 10:13). Perhaps both
here and in Galatians the thought is turned to special crises of trial.
gindunamou'sge ...] Latt. confortamini ( confirmamini ) : be made powerful
for your work in the Lord and , through fellowship with Him, in the might of
His strength.
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proskartevrhs” is found here only. Proskarterei'n is used in connexion with
prayer: Acts 1:14; 6:4;, Rom. 12:12; Col. 4:2.

peri; p. t. aJg .] in close connexion with proseucovmenoi . The words
between define the nature of the prayer as constant, spiritual, resolute,
manifold.

The combatant even in the stress of personal conflict thinks of all with
whom he is united ( algivwn ); and in this way—to regard the truth from
the other side — the weakest and simplest Christian can take part in the
efforts of the strongest. There is now no difference of Jew and Gentile.
Comp. Eph. 6:24; Eph. 1:15; 3:18.

19, 20. Specially the Apostle asks for prayer on his own behalf, that he
may declare his message boldly.

19. kai; uJpe;r gmou’ | and on my behalf .... More direct and definite than
for, Eph.

6:18 ( periv).

I{namoi dogh'/ ...] The one thing which St Paul asks is, not success, not
deliverance, but simply boldness to deliver the Gospel which had been
revealed to him. The first was an encouragement but not a ground for self-
confidence. Day by day he looked for a new gift through the prayers of
Christians. For lovgo" see 1 Cor. 12:8 w|/ me;n ga;r dia; tou' pneuvmato”
divdotai lovgo" sofiva’, a[llw/ de; lovgo" gnwvsew" kata; to; aujto; pneu'ma .
gn gnoivxei t. st. m. ] in opening my mouth , that is probably ‘when | open
my mouth to speak’; or the words may be closely connected with dogh'/
lovgo" in the sense ‘that utterance may be given me by GOD when He
opens my mouth.” This interpretation is suggested by Col. 4:3 (i{naoJ
geo;" anoivxh/ hdmi'n quvran tou' lovgou, lalh'sai to; musthvrion tou' cristou' ),
though the image there is different. In either case gnoivgein to; stovma
marks some weighty deliverance: Matt. 5:2; Acts 8:32, 35. gn parr. gn .]
The structure of the sentence no less than the sense favours the
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connexion of gn parrhsival with gnwrivsal and not with the preceding words.
That which was before ‘spoken in proverbs’ is now ‘spoken plainly’ (John
16:25).

to; must. tou' eujagg .] the revelation of the gospel , the revelation contained
in the gospel. The phrase is unique.

20. presb. gin all .] Latt. legatione fungor in catena. The words are an
oxymoron. The dignity of the ambassador of the great king remains,
though he is a prisoner and bearing the marks of bondage. Compare the
language of Philemon 9 toiou'to" w]n wJ" Pau'lo" presbuvth” nuni; de; kai;
devsmio" Cristou' jlhsou’ , and Lightfoot's note.

For aflus" see Acts 21:33; 28:20; 2 Tim. 1:16. i{nagn auj. parrh" .] This
clause is parallel with i{ namoi dogh'/ lovgo" (compare Gal. 3:14). For
parrhsiavswmai see Acts 9:27 f.; 13:46 parrhsiasavmenoiv te oJ Pau'lo” kai; oJ
Barnavba' el\pan k.t.l. ; 19:8 gparrhsiavzeto gpi; mh'na’ trei™ dialegovmeno"
kai; pelvgwn peri; th" basileiva’ tou' geou' ; 1 Thess. 2:2 gparrhsiasavmega gin
tw'/ gew'/ ; and for gn aujtw'/ compare Col. 4:2; 1 Tim. 4:15 gn touvtoi" i[sqi

wJ' de' mela .] So Col. 4:4 i{ nafanerwvsw aujto; wJ' dei' melalh'sai .

de'] cf. Heb. 2:1 dia; tou'to dei' perissotevrw" prosevcein hJma" toi
gkousgei'sin .

Epilogue.
Personal message (Eph. 6:21, 22).
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21. But that ye also may know my circumstances, how | fare, Tychicus the
beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord shall make known to you
all things , 2whom | sent to you for this very purpose, that ye may know
our affairs and that he may comfort your hearts.

21. kai; ulme™ ] ye also as others. ta; katj ggmev ...] my circumstances, how
| fare .... Col. 4:7; Phil. 1:12. The next

verse suggests ( parak. t. k. u.J) that disquieting rumours had reached
them. pavnta... Tucikov" ...] There is no reserve in his communication. For
Tychicus (Acts 20:4 jAsianoi; de; Tuciko;" kai; Trovfimo" ; 2 Tim. 4:12
Tuciko;n de; apevsteilaelj” [Efeson ; Tit. 3:12 of tan pevmyw jArteman prov"
se h] Tucikovn) see Lightfoot on Col. 4:17. This is the single personal
reference in the Epistle, as is the reference to Timothy in the Epistle to the
Hebrews (Heb. 13:23). The words oJ ggap....n kurivw/

form one compound clause. The spiritual kinsmanship of Tychicus with St
Paul and his service were alike realised in fellowship with the Lord (cf.
Rom. 16:8 f.). This interpretation appears to be more consonant with St
Paul's manner than to confine gn kurivw/ to pisto;" diavkono" .

22. e)" ayjto; t. i{na...] Comp. 2 Cor. 2:9; Rom. 14:9; 1 Pet. 3:9; 1 John
3:8. i{nagnw'te...kai; parakalevsh/ ] For the change of person compare Col.
4:8 i{nagnw'te — kai; parakalevsh/ (as here), Phil. 2:28 i{ naijdovnte" aujto;n
pavlin carh'te kajgw; alupovtero” w\ .

ta; peri; hJmw'n ] St Paul now joins his companions with himself: compare
Col. 4:10 f.; Philemon 23 f. jEpafra™ oJ sunaicmavliwtov" mou gn Cristw'/
jlhsou’, Mavrko", jArivstarco”, Dhma™, Louka™, oiJ sunergoiv mou .

The words parakalevsh/ ta;" kardiva' uJmw'n imply that the readers had
been troubled by news which had reached them perhaps as to St Paul's
approaching trial: comp. Eph. 3:13. The phrase is found again in Col. 4:8.
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Blessing (Eph. 6:23, 24).

23. Peace be to the brethren and love with faith from GOD the Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ. 24 Grace be with all them that love the Lord Jesus
Christ in incorruption.

A double salutation and blessing. 23, 24. St Paul first addresses the
special society ( oiJ gidelfoiv ); and then ‘all that love the Lord Jesus.’ The
variation eijrhvnh toi™...hJ cavri" metav ... is to be noticed. Peace is GOD'S
gift complete in itself: grace is realised through man's cooperation. Yet in
the opening salutations St Paul writes cavri" uJmi'n. In this connexion
cavri" is always anarthrous.

The form of the salutation in the third (not the second) person differs from
St Paul's usual manner. But compare Gal. 6:16.

23. @jrhvnht. g. kai; ag. m. p. ] ‘With faith’ is to be taken with ‘peace’ and
‘love,’ since ‘from GOD’ belongs to both. Peace and love are GOD'S qjifts,
and faith is the condition of appropriating them. ‘Love’ occurs in
benedictions 1 Cor. 16:24 (hJajg. mou); 2 Cor. 13:13 ( hJgg. t. geou' );
and ‘peace’ 2 Thess. 3:16; Gal. 6:16 (cf. Rom. 15:33); 1 Pet. 5:14.

toi" gd.] here only in the Epistle (Eph. 6:10 a false reading). Comp. Eph.
6:21 oJadelfov" . It occurs in Col. 1:2; 4:15.

agpo; g.p.] Gal. 1:3 v.l.; 2 Tim. 1:2; Tit. 1:4.

24. hdc. m. p.° JH cavri" stands thus absolutely in benedictions: Col. 4:18; 1
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Tim. 6:21; 2 Tim. 4:22; Tit. 3:15; Heb. 13:25. Elsewhere St Paul writes hJ
cavri" tou' kurivou jl. &Cr .]. It is uniformly followed by metav . Comp. Eph.
6:23 note.

p. tw'n gg.... jlI. Cr.] Compare 1 Pet. 1:8 o} noujk ijdovnte" ggapate, James
1:12,

John 8:42, 14:15, 23.

gn gfgarsival | with a love free from every element liable to corruption. The
Lord ‘brought incorruption ( gfgarsivan ) to light’ (2 Tim. 1:10). Thus He
revealed the eternal in things perishable in form. The Christian realises
this in his love for his Lord. He knows Him no more after the flesh (2 Cor.
5:16). His love is directed to that which is beyond change, and is itself
unchangeable. Primasius describes in part the character of such
believers: in quorum corde nullo adulterino saeculi amore Christi dilectio
violatur.

USE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT IN THE EPISTLE.

QUOTATIONS AND REMINISCENCES.

Ephesians 1:18
20,

22,

2:13,

17,
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20,

4:8,

25,

26,

18,

31,

6:2f., 4,

14,

15,

17 Deut. 33:2, 3, 4
Ps. 110:1,

8:6,

Is. 57:19, 52:7, 57:19,
28:16,

Ps. 68:7, 8, Zech. 8:16,
Ps. 4:4,

40:6,
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Ezek. 20:41, Prov. 23:31 (LXX.),

Gen. 2:24, Ex. 20:12; Deut. 5:16,
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Prov. 2:2 (LXX.), 5,

3:11; Is. 50:5, Is. 11:5, 59:17,
52:7,40:3, 9,

59:17,

11:4, 49:2; Hos. 6:5

EPISTULA AD EPHESIOS LATINE INTERPRETE HIERONYMO E
CODICE AMIATINO

INCIPIUNT CAPITULA.

|. De sanctis, quod ante constitutionem mundi in domino Christo electi
sint, et de omni sapientia et prudentia sacramenti, et renovatione omnium
in domino Christo quae in caelis sunt et quae in terra.

Il. De apostolo pro Ephesiis depraecante, et resurrectione domini et
ascensu

et potestate.
lll. De principe potestatis aeris huius spiritus.

llIl. De deo per divitias misericordiae sanctos cum Christo domino
convivi[filcante et in caelestibus conlocante.

V. De sanctis, quod non virtute sua ad domini gratiam veniant sed dono et
benevolentia dei.
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V1. De praeputio et circumcisione.

VIl. De domino legem mandatorum in sententiis evacuante ut duos
conderet in semet ipso.

VIIIl. De civibus sanctorum et domesticis dei, et de aedificatione tempili.

IX. De mysterio domini, quod ante passionem ipsius generationibus aliis
non

fuerit revelatum.

X. De gloria tribulationis.

XI. De omni patre in caelis et in terris, et homine interiore, et plenitudine
scientiae dei.

XIl. De domino super omnia quam a sanctis petitur abundantius largiente.
XIIl. De unitate et mutua sustentatione sanctorum.

XIll. De una fide et unum baptismum.
XV. De diversitate gratiae donationis dei et aedificationis corporis domini,
et viro perfecto in mensuram aetatis plenitudinis Christi.

XVI. De stultitia gentium et libidine et omni turpitudine delictorum.

XVIl. De exponendo veterem et induendo novum hominem, et de
mendacio et

veritate.

XVIII. De ira sed innocenti, et opera manuum.
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XIX. De abstinentia mali sermonis et non contradicendo spiritum sanctum,
et de mutua sustentatione sanctorum.

XX. De dilectione, et quod sancti debeant deum in omnibus imitari.
XXI. De abstinentia scurrilitatis et omnium vitiorum,

XXII. De seductoribus et impudicis.
XXIIl. De cautione vivendi et sapientia.

XXIlI. De subiectione mulierum ad maritos.
XXV. De viris, ut diligant coniuges suas.

XXVI. De obsequio filiorum.

XXVII. De parentum erga filios temperamento.
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XXVIII. De servorum obsequio.
XXIX. De temperamento dominorum.

XXX. De indumento armorum dei et insidiis diaboli et conluctatione
adversus

potestates.
XXXI. De fidelitate et ministerio Tychici.

EXPLICIUNT CAPITULA.

INCIPIT EPISTULA AD EPHESIOS.

1 Paulus apostolus Christi lesu per voluntatem dei sanctis omnibus qui
sunt Ephesi et fidelibus in Christo lesu. 2Gratia vobis et pax a deo patre

nostro et domino lesu Christo. 3Benedictus deus et pater domini nostri
lesu Christi, qui benedixit nos in omni benedictione spiritali in caelestibus

in Christo, 4sicut elegit nos in ipso ante mundi constitutionem, ut essemus
sancti et immaculati in conspectu eius in caritate, 5 qui praedestinavit nos
in adoptionem filiorum per lesum Christum in ipsum, secundum
propositum voluntatis suae, 8in laudem gloriae gratiae suae, in qua
gratificavit nos in dilecto, ‘in quo habemus redemptionem per sanguinem
eius, remissionem peccatorum, secundum divitias gratiae eius, 8quae

superabundavit in nobis in omni sapientia et prudentia, Sut notum faceret
nobis sacramentum voluntatis suae, secundum bonum placitum eius quod

proposduit in eo 1%n dispensationem plenitudinis temporum, instaurare
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omnia in Christo, quae in caelis et quae in terra sunt, in ipso, 11in quo
etiam sorte vocati sumus, praedestinati secundum propositum eius qui

omnia operatur secundum consilium voluntatis suae; 12ut simus in laudem

gloriae eius, qui ante speravimus in Christo, 13in quo et vos, cum
audissetis verbum veritatis, evangelium salutis vestrae, in quo credentes

signati estis spiritu promissionis sancto, 4qui est pignus hereditatis
nostrae in redemptionem adquisitionis, in laudem gloriae eius. 2

SPropterea et ego, audiens fidem vestram quae est in domino lesu et
dilectionem in omnes sanctos, 16non cesso gratias agens pro vobis,
memoriam vestri faciens in orationibus meis, 17ut deus domini nostri lesu
Christi, pater gloriae, det vobis spiritum sapientiae et revelationis in
agnitione eius,

I8inluminatos oculos cordis vestri, ut sciatis quae sit spes vocationis eius,
quae divitiae gloriae hereditatis eius in sanctis, 19t quae sit supereminens
magnitudo virtutis eius in nos qui credidimus secundum operationem
potentiae virtutis eius, ,gquam operatus est in Christo, suscitans illum a

mortuis et constituens ad dexteram suam in caelestibus 2lsupra omnem
principatum et potestatem et virtutem et dominationem et omne nomen

quod nominatur non solum in hoc saeculo sed et in futuro, 22et omnia
subiecit sub pedibus eius, et ipsum dedit caput supra omnia ecclesiae,

23quae est corpus ipsius, plenitudo eius quia omnia in omnibus
adimpletur.

3 1Et vos, cum essetis mortui delictis peccatis vestris, 2in quibus
aliguando ambulastis secundum saeculum mundi huius, secundum
principem potestatis aeris huius, spiritus qui nunc operatur in filios

diffidentiae; 3in quibus et nos omnes aliquando conversati sumus in
desideriis carnis nostrae, facientes voluntatem carnis et cogitationem, et

eramus natura filii irae sicut et ceter 1.4 4Deus autem qui dives est in
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misericordiam, propter nimiam caritatem suam qua dilexit nos, et cum
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omni instantia et obsecratione pro omnibus sanctis, %t pro me, ut detur
mihi sermo in apertione oris mei cum fiducia notum facere mysterium

evangelii, 29pro quo legatione fungor in catena, ita ut in ipso audeam prout

oportet me loqu 1.31 21Ut autem et sciatis vos quae circa me sunt, quid
agam, omnia nota vobis faciet Tychicus carissimus frater et fidelis minister

in domino, 22quem misi ad vos in hoc ipsum, ut cognoscatis quae circa
nos sunt et consoletur corda vestra. 23Pax fratribus et caritas cum fide a

deo patre et domino lesu Christo. 24Gratia cum omnibus qui diligunt
dominum lesum Christum in incorruptione.

EXPLICIT AD EPHESIOS.

EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.

WICLIF 1—1380. TYNDALE—1534. 1. POUL the apostle of ihesus crist,
bi the wille of god, to alle seyntis that ben at effecie, and to the feithful
men in ihesus crist,

2grace be to 3ou and pees of god oure fadir and oure lord ihesus crist.
3Blessid be god and the fadir of oure lord ihesus crist: that hath blessid us
in al spiritual blessynge in heuenli thingis in crist, 4as he hath chosun us in
hym silf, bifor the makynge of the world: that we weren holi and without
wemme in his si3t in charite, Swhiche hath bifore ordeyned us in to
adopcioun of sones bi ihesus crist in to him, bi the purpos of his wille 6in to
the heryinge of the glorie of his grace, in which he hath glorified us in his
dereworthe sone, 1. PAUL an Apostle of lesu Christ, by the will of God. To
the saynctes which are at Ephesus, and to them which beleve on lesus
Christ. 2Grace be with you and peace from God oure father, and from the
Lorde lesus Christ.
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word of god, 18bi alle preier and bisech- ynge preie 3e al tyme in spirit:
and in hym wakynge in al bisynesse, and bisechyng, for alle holi men

19%and for me, that word be 3ouun to me in openynge of my mouth: with

trist to make knowun the mysterie of the gospel 13For this cause take vnto
you the armoure of God, that ye maye be able to resist in the evyll daye,
and to stonde perfect in all thinges. 14,Stonde therfore and youre loynes

gyrd aboute with veritie, havinge on the brest plate of rightewesnes, ®and
shood with showes prepared by the gospell of peace.

16Above all take to you the shelde of fayth, wherwith ye maye quenche all
the fyrie dartes of the wicked. 17And take the helmet of salvacion, and the

swearde of the sprete, which is the worde of God. 18And praye all wayes
with all manner prayer and supplicacion: and that in the sprete: and watch

thervnto with all instance and supplicacion for all saynctes, ¥and for me,
that vttraunce maye be geven vnto me, that | maye open my mouth boldly,

to vtter the secretes of the gospell, 29wherof | am a messenger in bondes,

that therin | maye speake frely, as it be- commeth me to speake. 20for
whiche | am sette in message in a chayne, so that in it y be hardi to

speke, as it bihoueth me, 2land 3e wite, what thingis ben about me, what |
do: titicus my moost dere brother, and trewe mynystre in the lord schal

make alle thingis knowen to 3ou, 22whom | sente to 3ou for this same
thing: that 3e knowe what thingis ben aboute us, & that he com- forte

3oure hertis, 23pees to britheren and charite with feith of god oure fadir, &
of the lord ihesus crist, 24grace with alle men: that louen oure lord ihesus
crist in vncorrup- cioun Amen. 21But that ye maye also knowe what
condicion | am in and what | do, Tichicus my deare brother and fayth- full
minister in the Lorde, shall shewe you of all thinges, 22whom | sent vnto
you for the same purpose, that ye myght knowe what case | stonde in,
and that he myght comfort youre hertes. ,sPeace be with the brethren,
and love with fayth, from God the father and from the Lorde lesu Christ.
»4Grace be with all them which love oure lorde lesus Christ in puernes.
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Amen.

APPENDIX

HEADS OF DOCTRINE IN THE EPISTLE

THEOLOGY OF THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS

God the Father. Christ. The Holy Spirit. Doctrine of the Holy Trinity. The
Will of God. The World ( oJ kovsmao", oJaijwvn ). Creation.
Man:—Body—Soul—Spirit. The Heart ( kardiva). The Unseen World. The
devil ( oJdiavbolo").

Sin. Predestination and Divine Purpose.
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Redemption. Atonement (Reconciliation). Forgiveness.

Grace ( cavri" ). Peace ( eijrhvnh). Righteousness ( dikaiosuvnh). Truth (
glhvgeia). Revelation ( gpokaviuyi" ). Knowledge and Wisdom. Faith (
pivsti').

Hope ( glpiv" ). Love (agavph). Light ( fw" ). Life ( zwhv ). Good Works.
Thanksgiving ( eujcaristiva). Prayer ( proseuchv ). The Church. The
Communion of Saints. Christian Sacraments. The Christian Ministry.

God the Father. (Eph. 1:2))

‘The Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its
name’—derives that which gives it a right to the title— and—that which
truly makes it what it is. (3:14 and notes.)

‘The Father of glory’—the source and the object of all revelation—‘the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ'—the God whom He acknowledges and at
the same time reveals. (1:17 and notes.)

‘One God and Father of all ( @' geo;" kai; path;r pavntwn ), Who is over all
and through all and in all.” (4:6.)

[The notes on this verse, as left by Dr Westcott, are probably to be
regarded as incomplete.—More particularly the note on the words oJ gpi;
pavntwn kai; dia; pavntwn kai; gn pa'sin would probably have been longer,
had the Commentary received the author's final revision, and would have
contained some further explanation of the statement that in these words
‘the reference is not to the Person of the Father, but to the triune God—"’
Comparison of c. 5:20, cited in the previous note on &i|' geo;" k. path;r
pavntwn , indicates that here, as there, God the Father is contemplated as
revealed by, and approached through, ‘our Lord Jesus Christ,’ the ‘one
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Lord’ of 4:5.]

Cf. The Historic Faith, Lect. IX. p. 52, 1094 ed..—‘Looking then to this
trust in a common redemption, let us hold fast our belief in one Church, in
one Body of Christ knit together by the rites which He Himself appointed,
one in virtue of the One Spirit Who guides each member severally as He
will, of the One Saviour Who fulfils Himself in many ways, of the One God
and Father of all, Who is over all and through all and in all.”’

See also Gospel of St John , p. 3, note on John 1:1: ‘Thus we are led to
conceive that the Divine nature is essentially in the Son and at the same
time that the Son can be regarded, according to that which is His peculiar
characteristic, in
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relation to God as God. He is the “image of God” ( eljkw;n tou' geou' ) and
not simply of the Father.’

‘Giving thanks always for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
our God and Father’ (tw'/ gew'/ kai; patriv ). (Eph. 5:20.)

Christ.

(a) ‘Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus
Christ.’

‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1:3.) ‘He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world— having fore-ordained us
unto adoption as sons through Jesus Christ unto Himself.’ (1:4, 5.)

‘The Son of God.” (4:13.) (b ) The Divine counsel—now
revealed—according to His gracious purpose—'to sum up all things in the
Christ, the things in the heaven and the things in the earth.’ (1:10.)

‘In HIm’ and ‘through Him’ and ‘unto Him’ (Col. 1:16) were all things made.
He is the ‘first-born,’ ‘the beginning’ of all creation. Man was formed in His
Image; and in Him men find their consummation. The forces of Nature, so
to speak, are revealed to us in the Bible as gathered together and
crowned in man, and the diversities of men as gathered together and
crowned in the Son of Man; and so we are encouraged to look forward to
the end, to a unity of which every imaginary unity on earth is a phantom or
a symbol, w